











ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL. 





VOLUME X.—NUMBER 25, 
WHOLE NUMBER 493. 


NEW YORK, SATUKDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 1873. 


{ 8IX DOLLARS PER YEAR. 
SINGLE COPIES, FIFTEEN CENTS. 








Publication Office No. 39 Park Row, 
SUBSCRIPTION SIX DOLLARS A YEAR. 


THE ARMY. - 


WAR DEPARTMENT. 

W. W. Belknap, Secretary of War. 
Brigadier-General E. D. Townsend, Adjulant-General. 
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY. 

W. T. SHERMAN, General of the Army of the United States. 
Colonel W. D. Whipple, Assistant Adjulant-General. 

War DEPARTMENT, 














ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON, Jan. 18, 1873. 
General Orders No. 10. 

As the act of May 18, 1872, does away with the assim- 
ilated rank of superintendents of national cemeteries, 
and also abolishes their allowances of clothing and ra- 
tions, descriptive lists will no longer be furnished them, 
and hereafter payment will be made to them on Form 
(3) three of the Pay Department. 

The first payment to each superintendent, under this 
order, will be made on triplicate vouchers, one of which 
shall be returned to the superintendent with the certifi- 
cate of the psyment éndorsed thereon by the paying 
paymaster, and each subsequent payment will, in like 
manner, be endorsed on this voucher, which will be pre- 
served by the superintendent. 

By order of the Secretary of War. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, Adjutant. General. 





ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON, January 24, 1873, 


General Orders No. 11. 


Charges of “ Habitual drunkenness” and “ Utter 
worthlessness,” sustained by specifications of offences 
which have already been punished by sentence of Court- 
martial, are deemed unauthorized by law; but, at the 
same time, it is necessary for the efficiency of the Army 
that its ranks should be purged of men characterized by 
such charges. 

In future, cases of that kind may be tried under a 
charge of “Conduct to the prejudice of good order and 
military discipline,” with separate specifications for each 
one of the actsof drunkenness which has not already 
been made the occasion of a trial by Court-martial. 

It will rest with the court to judge from the evidence 
adduced whether dishonorable discharge would be the 
proper penalty for the misconduct alleged. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

E. D,. TOWNSEND, Adjutant-General. 


War DEPARTMENT, 





ADJUTANT-GENERAL’s OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON, January 25, 1873. 
General Orders No. 12. 


The attention of commanding officers of military posts 
is called to the following requirement of Paragraph 1420, 
Revised Army Regulations of 1863: 

“ The commander of each post will be accountable for 
all ordnance and ordnance stores at the post, not issued 
to the company or detachment commanders, or not in 
charge of an officer of Ordnance or a storekeeper.” 

This responsibility cannot be transferred to a junior 
offieer. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

E. D, TOWNSEND, Adjutant-General. 


War DEPARTMENT, 





War DEPARTMENT, 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON, Jan. 23, 1873. 


Circular. 
“Weekly Statements of Cash Balances. 


In placing items upon weekly statements of cash 
balances, disbursing officers of this Department will 
hereafter make a distinction between moneys actually 
on deposit and amounts not on deposit with any des- 
ignated depositary. 

Moneys represented by drafts or checks which have 
not been deposited will be reported by item, separate 
and distinct from any other, so as to show whether the 
amount is “in transit,” in office safe, in personal pos- 
session, or is elsewhere than actually in a designated 
depositary at the date of report. 

By order of the Secretary of War. 

‘ E. D. TownsEnp, Adjutant-General. 





Wark DEPARTMENT, 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON, Jan. 24, 1873. 


Circular. 


Until further orders no cavalry recruits will be en- 
listed who are less than five feet six inches or more 
than five feet ten inches in height. ‘This will not apply 
to musicians or to recruits for colored cavalry regiments, 
the present regulations for enlisting whom will still re- 
main in force. 

By order of th» Secretary of War. 

E. D, TowNsEND, Adjutant-General, 





War Department, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’s OFFICE, ; 
WasuHineton, January 15, 1873. 


Synopsis of General Court-martial Orders No. 4. 


I. Before a General Court-martial which convened at Santa Fe, 
New Mexico, August 8, 1872, pursuant to Special Orders from 
headquarters Department of the Missouri, and of which Lieuten- 
ant-Golonel Frederick Myers, deputy quartermaster-general U, 8. 
Army, is president. was arraigned and tried. 

Captain Alfred Hedberg, Fifteenth lnfantry. 

Charge I. “‘ Violation of the act of Congress, approved March 2, 
1863, entitled ‘An act to prevent and punish frauds upon the 
United States.’” ; 

Charge If. ** Conduct unbecoming an officer and a gentleman.” 

Charge III. ** Conduct to the prejudice of good order and mili- 
toy discipline.” 

o which charges and their specifications the accused, Captain 
Alfred Hedberg, Fifteenth Infantry, pleaded “ not guilty.” 
FINDING. 

The court having maturely considered the evidence adduced, 
finds the accused, Captain Alfred Hedberg, Fifteenth Infantry, 
guilty of all the charges. 

SENTENCE. 

And the court does therefore sentence him,Captain Alfred Hed- 
berg, Fifteenth Infantry, “ To be dismissed and cashiered the ser- 
vice ; to refund tothe United States the sum of six hundred and 
seventeen (617) dollars, and to Company E, Fifteenth U. 8. Infan- 
try, the sum ot five hundred and twenty-seven (527) dollars, and to 
be confined in such penitentiary as the proper authority may di- 
rect for the period of one year, and until such further time as the 
said sums of money aforesaid shall be refunded ; and that the crime, 
name of the accused and sentence of the court be published in the 
Santa Fe New Mexican, Las Cruces Borderer, and the ARMY AND 
Navy JourRNAL. 

II. In conformity with the 65th of the Rules and Articles of 
War, the proceedings of the General Court-martial in the foregoing 
case of Captain Alfred Hedberg, Fifteenth Infantry, have been 
forwarded to the Secretary of War for the action of the President 
of the United States. 

The Department Commander approved the proceedings, findings, 
and sentence, except so much of the sentence us relates to refund- 
ing to Company EK, Fifteenth Infantry, the sum of five hundred 
— twenty-seven dollars, which he disapproved as unauthorized 

y law. ° 

The proceedings, findings, and sentence, with above exception, 
are approved. 

So much of the sentence as relates to confinement in the peni- 
tentiary is remitted. 

The remainder of the sentence, as approved, will be duly 
executed. 

III. Captain Alfred Hedberg, Fifteenth Infantry, ceases to be 
an officer of the Army from the date of this order. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

E. D. Townsenp, Adjutant-General. 








ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL ORDERS 


Issued from the Adjutant-Generals Office for the week ending 
January 27, 1873. 


Tuesday, January 21. 


So much of Special Orders No. 5, January 7, 1873, 
from this office, as announces the transier of First Lieu- 
tenant Palmer G. Wood, with First Lieutenant Charles 
P. Eagan, Twelfth Infantry, is suspended until further 
orders. 

Major Robert M. Morris, Sixth Cavalry, will report 
by letter to Major-General Winfield 8. Hancock, presi- 
dent of the Retiring Board convened in New York city 
by Special Orders No. 326, December 13, 1872, from this 
office, and will hold himself in readiness to appear be- 
foro the board for examination when summoned. 

Leave of absence until March 31. 1873, is granted Cap- 
tain James E, Putnam, Twelfth Infantry. 

The resignation of Captain James E. Putnam, Twelfth 
Infantry, has been accepted by the President, to take 
effect March 31, 1873. 


Wednesday, January 22. 


The superintendent Mounted Recruiting Service will 
prepare and forward under proper charge the following 
detachments of recruits: One hundred to Omaha, Neb., 
where they will be reported upon arrival to the com- 
manding general Department of the Platte for assign- 
ment to the Third Cavalry ; one hundred to Taylor Bar- 
racks, Louisville, Ky., where they will be reported upon 
arrival to the commanding general Military Division of 
the South for assignment to the Seventh Cavalry. 

Paragraph 4, Special Orders No. 268, of October 7, 
1870, from this office, directing that Unattached Re- 
cruit George H. Helfer, Sixth Cavalry, be discharged 
the service of the United States, is revoked. 

Discharged.—Private Alphonsus Kenny, Company C, 
Sixth Infantry; Private Thomas L. Preston, Battery H, 
First Artillery ; Private William Hewett, General Ser- 
vice U. S. Army; Bugler William Martin, Company F, 
Third Cavalry; Private Eugene F. Jenkins, Company 
F, Fifth Infantry. 

Thursday, January 23. 


Transferred.—Corporat Matthew Van Delden, Battery 
D, Third Artillery, to Battery I, First Artillery; Cor- 
poral Charles Petteyes, Battery I, First Artillery, to 
Battery D, Third Artillery. 

Leave of absence to July 31, 1873, with permission to 
go beyond sea, is granted First Lieutenant. Duncan 
Sherman, First Cavalry. 

The resignation of First Lieutenant Duncan Sherm1n, 
First Cavalry, has been accepted by. the President, to 
take effect July 31, 1873. 

Leave of abseuce for five months, with permission to 
go beyond sea, is granted Captain U. M. Bailey, Eighth 
Infantry. 

Discharged —Recruit Bernard Brannan, Mounted Ser- 
vice U. 8. Army; Private Joseph Frank, Light Battery 
F, Fifth Artillery; Private John McCabe, Company B, 
Sixth Cavalry. 

Upon receipt of this order, Hospital Steward Herman 
Rhodin, U. 8. Army (recently appointed from Corporal, 
Company B, First Intantry), will proceed to Fort Co- 
lumbus, New York Harbor, and report to the command- 
ing officer of that post for temporary duty. 


Friday, January 24. 


The superintendent General Recruiting Service wil! 
cause to-be prepared and forwarded under proper charge, 





in the order named, the following detachments of re- 
cruits, each detachment to be reported upor arrival at 
its destination to the com-nanding general Mili Di- 
vision of the South for ussignment as follows: From 
Newport Barracks, Kentucky, one hundred and forty to 
Columbia, South Carolina, for the Eighteenth Infantry; 
from Fort Columbus, New York Harbor, one hundred 
and seventy-five to Atlanta, Georgia, for the Second In- 
fantry; one hundred and forty-five to Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, for the Sixteenth Infantry. 

So much of Special Orders No. 1 January 2, 1878, 
from this office, as extends the leave of absence of 
tain C. H. Carlton, Tenth Cavalry, to July 1, 1873, 
ainended to grant him permission to go beyond sea. ~~ 

Discharged.—Private Patrik Dolan, Company H, 
Fifth Infantry. 

Saturday, January 25. 


First Lieutenant A. Benson Brown, First Infantry, 
will report by letter to Major-General Winfield S. Han- 
cock, president of the Retiring Board convened in New 
York city by Special Orders No. 826, December 13, 1872 
from this office, and will hold himself in readiness td 
appear before the board for examination when ~s 
moned. 

On the recommendation of the Surgeon-General, As¢ 
sistant Surgeon A. B: Campbell is assigned to tempo 
duty in Chicago, IIl., to examine recruits. 

ischarged.—Private James McLaughlin, Company B; 
Ninth Infantry ; Private John L. Wilson, Company K, 
Seventh Cavalry; Private William M. Johnston, Mount+ 
ed Service U. 8. Army. 

Honorably Discharged.—Hospital Steward Joseph 
Hosstetter, U. S. Army. 

The leave of absence granted Captain E, J. Strang, 
assistant quartermaster, in Special Orders No. 216, No- 
vember 29, 1872, from headquarters Department of Tex- 
as, is exteaded thirty days. 





CHANGES OF STATIONS. 


The following is a list of the changes of stations of troops reported 
at the War Department since last report: 

Company G, Seventh Cavalry, from Laurensville, 8. C., to New- 
berry, 8. C. 

pn tnomee H., Eighteenth Infantry, from Chester, 8. C., to Colum- 
bia, 8. C. . 

Company I, Eighteenth Infantry, from Laurensville, 8. C., to 
Columbia, S. C. 

Posts Discontinued.—Laurensyville, 8. C., and Chester, 8. C. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURL. 
"ieutenant-Gen. P. H. Sheridan: Hdqri'rs Chicago, Ill 
DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA, @ 
Brigadier-General Alfred H. Terry: Headquarters, St. Paul, Minn. 


The following is the January roster of the staff and 
the staff departments serving in the Department of Da- 
kota. ‘The roster of troops we shall publish next week. 

Troops. —Companies F, G, H, and L, Second Cavalry ; 
Sixth, Seventh, Seventeenth, Twentieth, and Twenty- 
second Infantry. 

Personal Staff.—Captain E. W. Smith, Eighteenth 
Infantry, A. D. C.; First Lieutenant J. G. Telford, Sec- 
ond Artillery, A. D. C.; ¥irst Lieutenant E. B. Gibbs, 
Sixth Infantry, A. D. C. : 

Department Staff.—Major O. D. Greene, Adjutant- 
General’s Department, A. A.-G.; Major W. H. Lewir, 
Seventh Infantry, A. A. I.-G.; Major De Witt Clintor, 
judge-advocate U. S. A., judge-advocate; Lieutenant- 
Colonel H. C. Ransom, D. Q.-G,; U. 8. A., ©. Q. of D, 
D.,, P., and P. Q; Captain J.-H. Gilman, commissary « 
subsistence U. 8S. A., C. C. of S: of D., D. P. and P. C. 
of S.; Surgeon J. F. Head, U.S. A., medical director 
and attending surgeon; Major A. H. Seward, Pay De- 
partment, chief paymaster. 

Staff officers on duty in the department, not on the 
department staff : : 

ay Department.—Major Rodney Smith, station, St. 
Paul, Minn., pays troops in the District of Minnesota ; 
Major R. C. Walker, station, Helena, M. T., pays troops 
in the District of Montana; Major Wm. Smith, station, 
Sioux City, Iowa, pays troops on the Missouri river, 
from Sioux City to Fort Buford, D. T., inclusive; Major 
G. W. Candee, station, Sioux City, Iowa, pays troops on 
the Missouri river, from Sioux City to Fort Buford, D. 
T., inclusive. : 

Quartermaster’s Department.—Captain G. B. Dandy, 
assistant quartermaster, Fort Abercrombie, D. T., dis- 
bursing quartermaster for Forts Wadsworth, Totten,’ 
and Pembina, D. T.; Captain J. W. Scuily, assistant 
quartermaster, Fort Rice, D. T.; Captain ©. W. Foster, 
depot quartermaster, acting commissary of subsisteuce, 
and acting ordnance officer, Sioux City, Iowa; Captain 
T. B. Hunt, assistant quartermaster, Fort Seward, D, 
T.; Captain L. C. Forsyth, assistant quartermaster, dis- 
trict and post quartermaster, Fort Ellis, M. 'T.; Captain 
A. P. Blunt, assistant quartermaster, Fort Buford D. T.; 
Captain ae ny om military storekeeper, in 
charge of Fort Snelling depot. 

On Special Duty—Captain William Ludlow, Corps of 
Engineers, engaged on map of department and surveys 
of post reservations; Captain J. 8: Poland, Sixth Infun- 
try, in office of the assistant adjutant-general (temporary 
assignment.) 

DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURL. 
Brigadier-General John Pope: Headquarters, Fort Leavenworth. 
The following is a roster of the troops serving in this 

department. The roster of staff officers was published 


sae tick Colonel Gordon Granger, 
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ag oJ Infantry, commanding—headquarters, Santa 
'e, N. 

Stuff—District.—First Lieutenant W. J. Sartle, Fif- 
teenth Infantry, A. A, A.-General; Lieutenant-Colonel 
¥. Myers, deputy quartermaster-general U. $3. A., chief 

uartermaster; OCuptain William H. Nash, Subsistence 

partment, chief commissary ; Major O. T. Alexander, 
surgeon U. 8. A, chief medical officer; Second Lieuten- 
ant ©. C. Morrison, Sixth Cavalry, acting engineer offi- 
oer (on leave of «bsence). 

Fort. Bayard, N. M.—Lieutenant-Colonel T. 0. Devir, 
commanding post; First Lieutenant T, Blair, A. A. Q. 
M. and A. é. S.; Captain Alfred Hedberg, First Lieu- 
tenant Julian R. Fitch, Second Lieutenant Eimund T. 
Ryan, Captain Charles Steelhuzmer, First Lieutenavt 
H. H. Humpbreys, Second Lieutenant U. P. Sherman, 
Captain Almond B. Wells, First Lieuienant William 
Stephenson, Second Lieutenant Frederick E. Phelps, 
Captain James M. Williams, First Lisutenant Ray T. 
Gordon, Second Lieutenant James B. Hickey, Assistant 
8 Wm. J. Wilson. 

ort Oraig, N. M.—Cuptain George Shorkley, Firrt 
Lieutenant J. W. Bean, Second Lientenaut Hampden 8. 
Cottel, Captain J. H. Stewart, commanding post, First 
Lieutenant John B. Engle, A.A.Q M. and A.C.5S., 
Second Lieutenant 8S. R. Staitord, Acting Assistant Sur- 
geon A, N. Ellis. 

Fort Cummings, N. M.—Oaptain E. W. Whittemore, 
commanding pus', Kirst Lieutenant Thomas Blair. Sec- 
ood Lieutenant Jehn Little, First Licutenant H. H. 
Humphreys, A. A.Q M. and A. C. 8., Acting Assistant 
Surgeun C. B. Parkhurst. 

Fort Garland, ©. T.—Major A. J. Alexander, com- 
manding post, Captain Horace Jewett, First Lieuten- 
ant Wilson T. Hartz, A. A. Q. M. and A. CO. 8S, Second 
Lieutenant Cyrus M. DeLany, Oaptain Ssmuel K. 
Schwenk, First Lieucenant A. P. Caraher, Second Lieu- 
tenant George E. Pond, Assistant Surgeon J. C. G, Hap- 

eett. 

Fort McRae, N. M.—Captain Samuel B, M. Young, 
First Lieutenant H. J. Farnsworth, commanding post, 
A. A. Q. M. and A. C. 8, Second Lieutenant Edward E. 
Wood, Aciing Assistant Surgeon W. B. Lyon. 

Santa Fe, N. M.-—Colonel! Gordon Granger, Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel A. V. Kautz, Major J. 8. Mason, First Lieu- 
tenant and Aijutant W. J. Sartle, First Lieutenant and 
R. Q. M., J. P. Willard, A. A. A. G., Surgeon C. T. Ai- 
exander. 

Fort Selden, N. M.—Major D. R. Clendenin, ccm- 
manding post, Captain George W. Chilson, First Lieu- 
tenant John H. Coster, Second Lieutenant Edward A 
Godwin, 4. A. Q. M. and A. C, 8., Assistant Surgeon 8. 

Jessop. 

Fort Stanton, N. M.—Captain C. McKibbin, oom- 
manding post, Fir-t Lieutenant Casper H. Conrad, S2- 
ond Lieutenant Charies E. Slade, Ciptain James F. 
Randlett, First Lieutenant A. G. Hennisee, A. A. Q. M. 
and A.C.S, Seooud Lieutenant Join W. Wilkiuson, 
Captain E. G. Fechet, First Lieutevant John Lafferty, 
Scoond Lieu*enant Robert E. Coxe, Jr., Acting Ascist- 
gut Surgeon H. G. Tideman. 

Fort Tulerosa, N. M--C.ptain F. W. Coleman, com- 
manding post, First Lieutenant M. P. Buffum, Second 
Licu‘enant L. H. Walker, S»cond Lieutenant D. R. 
Burub»m, A. A. Q. M. and A.O.3., Acting Assistaut 
Surgeon H. Duane. 

Fort Unien, N. M.—Colonel J. I. Grege, ecommanding 
Bost, First Lieutenant and Adjutant J. H. Mahnken, 

irat Lieutenant and R Q. M. George F. Foote, A. C. 
S., Captiin Wiliiam McCle.ve, First Lieutenant Orse- 
mus B. Boyd, Second Lieutenant Richard A. William-, 
Captain Charles Hobart, First Lieutenant Edmund Luff, 
Captain Henry C. Bankhead, First Lieutenant James 
M. Rupes, § cond Lieutenant Henry W. Sprole, Cap*air 
H. A. Ellis, First Lieutenant John W. E-kle-, Captain 
A. J. MvGounigie, A. Q. M., Surseon B. E, Fry+r, A-t- 
ing A-sistant Surgeon H. 8S. Turrill, Cusplain David W. 
Eakiaos 

Fert Wingate, N. M.—Major William R, Price, com- 
mending post, Cap'ain A. B. Kauffman, First Lieuten- 
ant Hariison 8S. Weeka, Second Lientenant Samu: l W. 
Fountain, A. A. Q. M. and 4. C.S, Captain Charl+s A, 
Hartweil, First Lieutenant J. D. Stevenson, Sevonu 
Lieutenant J. W. Pullman, Captain James P. Brown, 
First Lieutenont H. R. Brinkerhoff, S-con.i Lieuteuant 
D. R. Burnbem, As-istant Surgeon J. V. DeHanne. 

Independent Posts—Fort Dodge, Kansxs.—Major R. 
L. Dodge, Third Infantry, Captsiv E. Moule, First Lieu- 
tenant Willism Krau+e, Second Lieutenant Addis M. 
Henry, Ciptuin Edmond Butler, First Lieutenant Geo. 
McDermott, Seccnd Lieutenant Jacob R. Riblett, Cap- 
tain T. C. Tupper, commanding post, First Lieutenant 
Sebreo Smith, Second Lieutenant Thomas B. Nichols, 
A. ©. S&., Captain E. B. K rk, A. Q M., U.S. A., Assist- 
ant Surgeon W. S. Tremaine, Acting Assistant Surgeon 
J. M. Laing. 

Fort Harker, Kaneas.—Cuaptain A. R Chafee com- 
manding post, First Lieutenant Henry M. Kenaull, Sec- 
ond Lieutenant Frank West, Captain Joseph C. Auden- 
ried, First Lieutenant Adam Kramer, Second Lienten- 
ant Henry P. Kingsbury, A A. Q. M.andA.C,§&,, 
Actins Assistant Surgeon T. B. Chase, 

Fort Hays, K+n=as.—Colonel De L. Floyd-Jones, com- 
manding post, Major C. E. Compton, First Lieutenant 
J. Hale, « oo Third Infantry, First Lieutenant 
Francis B. Jones, R. Q. M, Third Intantry, acting 
assistant quarermaster, and A. UC. S., Captain James 
A. Snyder, First Lieutenant David A. Griffith, Secoad 
Lieutenant Duane M. Green, Captain R. P. Hughes, 
First Lientenant W.C. B rtlett, Secoud Lieutenant J. 
C. Ayres, Captain Joseph Kerin, First Lieutenant James 
H. Sands, Second Lieutenant Austin Henely, Assistant 
Surgeon John H. Janeway, Chaplain Gamaliel Collins. 

Fort Larned, Kaa-as.—Cuptain H. B. Bristol, First 
Lieutenant Robert McDoneld, Second Lieutenant H. K. 


Bailey, C.pt:iv E. P. Ewers, First Lieutenant Frank D. 
Baldwin, d Lieutenaut Theodore FP. Forbes, Cap- 
tain Sumon Sn post, First Lieutenant 


, command: 
KEoward L. Becond De Hart G. 


Quinby, A. A.Q. M. and A.C. S, Assistant Surgeon 8. 
G. Cowdrey, Acting Assistant Surgeon J. H. Collins. 

Fort Leavenworth, Kansas.—Colonel N. A. Miles, 
e mmending post, Lieutenant-Colonel Charles R. Woods, 
Major George Gibson, First Lieutenant George W. 
Baird, adjutent Fifth Infantry, Second Lieutenant F. 
H. Hathaway, R. Q. M. Fifth Infantry, A. A. Q. M. and 
A. C. &., Captain James S. Casey, First Lieutenant Ed- 
mund Rice, Second Lieutenant James W. Pope, Captain 
S.muel Ovenshine, First Lieutenant Quintin Campbell, 
S-cnd Lievtenant David Q. Rousseau, Captain W. G. 
Mitchell, First Lieutenant Thomas H. Logan, Second 
L eu‘enant Charles E. Hargous, Captain Wyllys Lyman, 
First Lieutenant Granville Lewis, Second Lieutenant 
James H. Whitten, Captain David H. Brotherton, First 
Lieutenant M.son Carter, Second Lieuterant George P. 
Borden, Captain Daingerfield Parker, First Lieutenant 
William Mitchell, Second Lieutenant William Gerlach, 
Assistant Surgeon W. E. Waters, Assistant Surgeon 
Peter Moffatt, Acting Assistant Surgeon W. O. Taylor, 
Chaplain William Vaux. 

Fort Lyon, C. T.—Lieutenant-Colonel J. R. Brooke, 
Captsin John H. Page, First Lieutenant G. W. H. 
Stouch, Captain J. Ford Kent, commanding post, First 
Lieutenant William S. Mackay, Secoad Lieutenant Jobn 
W. Hannay, A. A. Q. M. and A. C. S., Captain William 
A. Rafferty, First Lieutenant Henry P. Perrine, Second 
Lieutenknt George &. Anderson, Assistant Surgeon A. 
A. Woodhull, Chaplain J. A. M. LaTourette. 

Fort Reynolds, C. T.—In charge of agent of Quarter- 
master’s Department. 

Fort Riley, Kansas.—Colonel James Oakes, command- 
ing post, Major A. K. Arnold, Sixth Cavalry, First 
Lieutenant Hiram F. Winchester, adjutant Sixth Cav- 
airy, First Lieutenant Lemuel A. Abbott, R. Q. M. 
Sixth Cavalry, Captain Clarence E. Nesmith, First Lieu- 
tenant Edmund C. Hentig, Second Lieutenant Charles 
C. Morrison, Captain Samuel M. Whitside, First Lieu- 
tenant William Harper, Jr., Second Lieutenant Robert 
Hanna, Capsain Daniel Midden, First Lieutenant Gil- 
bert E. Overton, Second Lieutenant J. A. Rucker, Cap- 
tain Sheldon Sturgeon, First Lieutenant William M. 
Wallace, Second Lieutenant Vinton A. Goddard, Cap- 
tain C. B. McLellan, First Lieutenant C. H. Campbell, 
Captain A. S. Kimball, A. Q. M. U.S. A,, and A. C.S., 
Saryreon B. J. D. Irwin, Assistant Surgeon W. H. Gard- 
ner, Chaplain Charles Reynolds. 

Fort Wallace, Kansav.—Major R. M. Morris, Sixth 
Cavalry, Captain L. T. Morris, commundiag post, First 
Lieutenant Thomas S. Wallace, A. A. Q, M. and A. C. 
8., Second Lieutenant Philip Reade, Captuin John A. 
Irwin, First Lieutenant Jobn W. Ubickering, Second 
Lieutenant William B. Wetmore, Assistant Surgeon 
William H. Kiug, Actimyg Assistant Surgeon M. M. 
Siearer, Chaplain Aquila A. Reese. 

Camp Supply, I. ‘'.—Lieutenant-Colonel J. W. Du- 
vidson, communding post, Captain George E. Head, First 
Lieutenant Jobn P. Thompeon, Second Lieutenant Wil- 
liam N. Williams, C«ptain James H. Gageby, First Lieu- 
tenant Melviile C. Wilkinson, Second Lieutenant Loren- 
zo W. Cooke, Captain William H. Penrose, First Lieu- 
tenant E. A. Belger, A. C. S., Second Lieutenant Fay- 
ette W. Roe, Captain Charles D. Viele, First Lieuten- 
ant Joseph M. Kelley, Second Lieutenant Mason M 
Maxon, Captain James W. Walsh, First Lieutenant k- 
H. Pratt, Secoud Lieutenent E, P. Turner, Captain C. 
A. R-ynolds, A. Q. M. U. 8. A, Assistant Surgeon J. 
W. Brewer, Acting Assistant Surgeon A. T. Fitch, 
Acting Assistant Surgeon W. E. Sabin. 

S -utheastern Kansus.—Lieutenaut-Colone! T. H. Neill, 
commandirg post, Captain A. 8. Bennett, First Lieuten- 
ant Henry Romeyn, A. A. Q. M. and A.C.8., Second 
Lieutenart +‘ homas M. Woodruff, Captain J. J. Upham, 
First Lieutenant Charles G. Gordon, Second Lieutenaut 
Joho B, Kerr, Acting Assixtent Surgeon A. J. Gray, 
Acting A-sistant Surgeon J. J. Marston, Acting Assist- 
ant Surgeon R. H. McKay. 

Fort Lyon, C. T.—The temporary stoppage of the 
communication between Kit Carson and Fort Lyon, C. 
T., having reudered it impracticable for Major E. H. 
Brooke, paymaster U. &. Army, to reach Fort Lyon, tor 
the payment of the troops stationed at that post, as di- 
rected by par:graph 6, 8S. O. No, 203, series of 1872, from 
department he.dquarters, he will proceed to Fort Lyo:, 
for the above-mentioned purpcse, as soon as he shal] 
have been advi-ed that communication has been reopen- 
ed Letween that post and Kit Carson. 


Third Infantry.—Leave of absence for twenty days 
was granted Colonel DeL. Floyd-Jones, January 21. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE PLATTE. 
Brigadver-General E. O.C. Ord, Headquarters, Omaha, Nebraska, 


Thirteenth Infantry.—The following order has been 
issued by Colonel P. R. de Trobriand, commanding 
Thirteenth Infantry : 

HEADQUARTERS THIRTEENTH INFANTRY, 

Fort FRED. STEELE, W. T., Jan. 15, 1873. 
General Orders No. 1. 

It is the painful duty of ths colonel commanding to 
announce to the regiment the loss of one of its most 
promising officers, First Lieutenant Osceola A. Thomp- 
son, who died at Newport Barracks, Ky., on the 8th 
instant, of small-pox, 

Lieutenant Thompson served during the late war of 
the rebellion as captain of a Rhode Island battery, and 
was appointed second lieutenant Thirteentn Infantry, 
March 17, 1866, being promoted to the grade of first 
lieutenant March 4, 1867, anc serving continunusly with 
his compauy until December 26, 1870, when be received 
the detail for recryiting service for 1871 and 1872, and 
just after being relieved from such duty, and when his 
brother officers were anxiously looking for his return to 
the reginent, the sad news of his death w's regaived, 

During the long period of his service with the regi- 
ment, Lieutenant Thompson had won the respect and 
affe-tion of «ll his brother officers by his excellent qual- 
ities as an officer and his pleasant manners as a geutle- 
man.. His loss will be long remembered and 
by all who knew him, 





yo 


The officers of the regiment, as an expression of re- 
spect to the memory of their departed comrade, will 
wear the usual badge of mourning for thirty days. 


By order of Colonel P. R. de Trobriand. 
H. C. Pratt, 


Adjutant Thirteenth Infantry. 


Fort Bridger, W. 71.—A General Court-martial was 
appointed to meet at Fort Bridger, W. T., January 21. 
Detail for the court: Lieutenant-Co’onel Albert G. 
Brackett, Second Cavalry; Captain Emory W. Cli't, 
Thirteenth Infantry; First Lieutenant Benjamin H. 
Rogers, Thirteenth Infantry ; Second Lieutenant Frank 
U. Robinson, Second Cavalry ; Second Lieutenant Frank 
Baker, Thirteenth Iofantry. Captain Alfred L. Hough, 
Thirteenth Infantry, judge-advocate. 
DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS. 

Brigadier-General C. C. Augur: Headquarters San Antonio, Texas. 

A. A. Surgeon R. W. Dorsey, U.S. Army, January 16 
was ordered to report to the commanding officer of the 
escort to the railroad surveying purty, relieving A. A. 
Surgeon J. R. Gregory, U.S. Army, from duty there- 
with, who upon being relieved, was directed to return 
to Fort Richardsou, Texas, to enable him to comply 
with par. 3, S. O. No. 348, series of 1872, W. D., A. G. O. 

Zenth Cavalry.—Leave of absence for thirty days, on 
surgeon’s certificate of disability, was granted Second 
Lieutenant J. W. Myers, January 10, 

Tenth Infantry.—Lieutenant-Colonel A. McD. M - 
Cook was temporarily assigned to duty at San Antonio, 
Texas, to date from January 6, 1873. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE SOUTH. 
Major-General I. McDowell: Headq’rs, Louisville, Ky. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF. 

Colonel W. H. Emory: Headquarlers, New Orleans, La. 


Seventh Cavalry.—Major Joseph G. Tilford, Janucry 
17 was crdered to Shreveport, Louisiana, to carry out 
the special instructions received from department head- 
quarters. 

Fourth Infantry.—Leave of absence for thirty days 
was granted Second Lieutenant Edward L. Bailey, Jan- 
uary 19. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ATLANTIC. 

Major-General W. 8. Hancock: Hdqrtrs, New York. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 

Maj.-Gen. W. S. Hancock: Headg’rs. cor. Greene and Houston sts.,N.Y¥. 

The following officers were registered at headquar- 
ters Department of the Exst for the week ending Janu- 
ary 23: First Lieutenant S. McConihe, Fourteenth In- 
fantry ; First Lieutenant J. H. Fowler, Second Cavalry; 
Second Lieutenant A. W. Greely, Fifth Cavalry; Cap- 
tain J. B, Campbell, Fourth Artillery. 


Second Artillery.—Major Harvey A. Allen, and Bat- 
tery H, Second Ariillery, were ordered to fort McHen- 


_| ty, Department of the East, via Omaba, Nebraske, on 


the 16th inst.; Battery C, Second Artillery, to Fort 
McHenry, Department of the East, via Omaha, Neb., 
on the 17:h jnsiant. A General Qourt-martial was ap- 
pointed to meet at Fort M-Henry, Md., January 30. 
The fvllowing officers of the Second Artillery were de- 
tailed fur the court: Captain G. T. Olmsted, Jr., First 
Lieutenants W. P. Graves, J. H. Calef,sdjutant, G. Mit- 
chell, A. C. Taylor, R. M. Rogers, Second Lieutenant M. 
Crawtord, Jr. Second Lieutenant W. Stanton, judge-ad- 
vocate. 

On his arrival at Fort McHenry, Md., with Battery 
H, Second Artillery, from the Militarv Division of the 
Pacific, Major H. A. Alien, Second Artillery, was order- 
ed, Januury 24, to Fort Macon, N, C., to which post he 
has been assigued in orders from headquarters Vepart- 
ment of the South. 


Fifth Artillery.—A General Court-martial has been 
appointed to meet at Fort Preble, Me,, February 4. The 
following offivers of the Fifth Artillery were detailed for 
the court : M.jor Truman Seymour, Captain H. F. Brew- 
erton, First Lieutenants J. R. Brinckle, G. V. Weir, 
Frank Thorp. Second Lieutenant R. A. Ives, judge-ad- 
vocate. 

Fifth Artillery—A General Court martial was ap- 
pointed t» meet at Fort Trambull, Conn., January 27, 
The following officers of the Fifth Artillery were detail- 

ed for the court: Major G, P. Andrews, Captains G, A, 
Kensel, F. L, Guenther, First Lieutenants Paul Roemer, 
Frank Thorp, U. H. Howard. Second Lieutenant J. E. 
Sawyer, judye-advocate. 


Fort Columbus.—A General Court-martial was ap- 
pointed to meet at Fort Columbus, New Yerk Harbor, 
January 29, Detail for the court: Major M. M. Biunt, 
Fourteenth Infantry; Assistant Surgeon A. H. Hoff, U. 
S. Army; Captain Tbomas Britton, Sixth Infantry; 
First Lieutenant James Chester, Third Artillery; First 
Lieutenant R. W. Bard, Second Infantry ; Second Lieu- 
tenants C, W. Hobbs, B, H. Randolph, Third Artillery. 
First Lieutenant G, F. Barstow, Third Artillery, judge- 
advocate. 





DEPARTMENT OF THR LAKES. 
Brigadier-General P. St. G. Cooke: Headquarters, Detrod, Mich. 


Twentieth Infantry.—First Lieutenant Wm. Hawley 
died suddenly at Buffalo, N. Y., January 15. His re- 
mains were taken by his relatives to Lockport, N. Y., 
for interment, He was appointed from civil life as 
second lieutenant of the Eleventh Infantry, May 11, 
1866, and September 21 of the same year was transferred 
to the Twentieth Infantry, He was colonel and bre- 
vet brigadier-general U, 8. Volunteers. 

First Spe pet or Lieutenant R. G. Armstrong, 
January 20 was ordered to report in person to the com- 
manding officer post of Fort Niagara, N, Y., for tempos 

duty asa member of a Garrison Court-martial, ang 
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upon completion of that duty he will return to his proper 
station. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC. 
Major-Gen. J. M. Schofield : H'dq'r¢rs San Francisco, Cal. 


The following officers reported at the headquarters 
Military Division of the Pacific during the week ending 
January 21, 1873: Captain W. McC. Nettervillr, Twen- 
ty-first Infantry ; First Lieutenant William J. Volkmar, 
Fifth Cavalry ; O:ptain 8S. G. Whipple, First Cavalry ; 
Major H. A. Allen, Second Artillery; First Lieutenaut 
R. M. Rogers, Second Artillery; Lieutenant William 
P. Graves, Seoond Artillery; A. A. Surgeon George B. 
Higginbotham, U.S. A. 

An index of General Orders, issued by the Military 
Division of the Pacific has been published. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Roger Jones, A. I. G., January 3, 
by direction of the Secretary of War, was ordered to re- 
port to the Adjutant-General of the Army, at Washing- 
ton, D.C. Lieutenant-Colonel Jones, upon completion 
of the duty on which be is ordered, will, unless other- 
wise directed, return to his station. 


Second Artillery.—The present leave of absence grant- 
ed First. Lieutenant Louis V. Caziarc, from beadquar- 
ters Department of the Columbia, was extended twenty 
days, January 3. 


Twelfth Infantry.—Leave of absence for thirty days, 
January 7 was granted Captain James E. Putnam, with 
permission to go beyond the limits of the Milit«ry Di- 
vision of the Pacific, and apply to the Adjutant-General 
for an extension till March 31, 1873, he having tender- 
ed his resignation to take effect on that date. 


DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA. 


Fourth Artulery.—Paregreph 2, 8.0. No, 219, Novem- 
ber 25, 1872, headquarters Military Division of the Pa- 
cific, is amended by directing First Lieutenants Edward 
Field and Matthew C. Grier, Fourth Artillery, after 
complying with their instructions to return to their 
station at the Presidio on the Newbern, vie Guif of Cal- 
ifornia. 

Paragraph 4, 8. O. No. 211, November 15, 1872, head- 
quarters Military Division of the Pacific, directing Bat- 
tery M, Fourth Artillery, to turn in to Benicia Arsenal 
the arms in possession of the battery, has been revoked. 


Cavalry Equ:pments.—Compaaies A and I, First Cav- 
alry, and Companies B, C, G, ui d H, Fifth Cavalry, have 
been designated to receive five hundred sets of cavalry 
equipments, recommended for trial by a board of officers 
convened by the War Department, an1 sent to Benicia 
Arsenal for issue to troops in this division for trial. 
Company Commanders receiving these equipments will 
rend tu the Chief of Ordnance monthly reports upon 
their merits, for which purpose proper blanks will be 
supplied by the commanding officer Benicia Arsenal. 


Second Artillery.—A. A. Surgeon G.B. Higginbotham, 
U. 8. Army, January 14 was ordered to report to Major 
Allen, Second Artillery, as medical officer, to accompany 
his command to Fort McHenry. A. A. Surgeon A. H. 
Cochrane, U.S. Army, was directed to report to the 
commanding officer Battery C, Second Artillery, as med- 
ical officer, to accompany his command to Fort McHen- 
ry, on the 17th inst. On completi n of their duties, the 
above named officers will return to San Francisco, and 
report to the medical director Department of California. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA. 
Brigadier-General E. R. S. Canby ; Headquarters, Portland, Oregon. 


Twenty-first Infantry—First Lieutenant Edward R. 
Theller, January 13 was detailed asa member of the 
General Court-martial, instituted by paragraph 1, 8S. O. 
No. 6, c. s., vice Surgeon Cooper, relieved. 


DEPARTMENT OF ARIZONA, 
Ineytenant-Colonel George Crook: Headquarters, Prescott, A. T. 


The several detachments orginized and sent out from 
Camp Verde, about December 24, have returned to their 
rendezvous, Camp Verde, having met with the follow- 
ing success: Company E, Fiith Cavalry, Captain Price, 
killed six warriors, captured three squaws, and destroy- 
ed large amounts of provisions; a detachment of Com- 
pny K, Fifth Cavalry, commanded by Lieutenant Rice, 
Twenty-third Infantry, killed six warriors: Troop I, 
First Cavalry, Captain Curr, killed one warrior. A par- 
ty of Maricop. Allies, following a trail of stolen stock, 
overtook a party of Tontos near the head of Black Canon, 
near Bradshaw Mountains, on December 28, and after 
severe fighting killed thirty-six warriors. 


The Indian Campaign.—An expedition organized and 
sent out by General Crook, commanding the department, 
from Camps Grant and McDowell, surprised a rancheria 
of Apaches, Mojaves, and Tontos, on December 29, 1872, 
killing fifty-seven warriors, capturing twenty-five squaws 
and children, destroying large amounts of property and 
provisions, annihilating the whole bund. The rancheria 
was located in a cave, in an offset of the Superstition 
mountains, bordering on Salt river, the offset being sur- 
rounded at least 1,000 feet above it, by precipices about 
500 feet higb. The command consisted of Captain 
Brown, Lieutenants Bourke and Ross, of General Crook's 
staff, und of the fullowing companies of the Fiith Cav- 
alry: Company L, Captain Taylor; Company G, Cap- 
tain Burns and Lieutenant Thomas; Company M, First 
Lieutenant Almy ; and twenty-five Apache Indians from 
Camp Grant, and forty-five Pima Indians. 








LIEUTENANT-COLONEL James H. CaRueton, of the 
Fourth Cavalry, U. 8. Army, was buried January 15, in 
the Roman Catholic Cemetery vf San Antonio, Texas, 
with military houvors, and with all the riets of the 
church in whore faith he died. Aside from a large at- 
tendance of officers and soldiers, there was, also, an un- 
usually large concourse of citizeng who followed his re- 
mains to their last resting-pla e. 


a 
THE NAVY. 
VARIOUS NAVAL ITEMS. 


THE Supply will be ready for her officers February 2. 


THE Worcester, Shawmut, and Terror were at Key 
West January 17, and the Wipsic was daily expected. 


Tne Richmond left the Norfolk yard January 25 for 
Key West, and the Saugus and Powhatan for same des- 
tinution, January 24. 

THE Tallapoosa left Washington January 27 for Nor- 
folk, where she is to be docked and repaired. She is ex- 
pected to be again ready fur service in about two weeks. 

THe Canandaigua left St. Thomas about January 6 
for Pointe-a-Pitre, Guaduloupe. She has taken the place 
of the Wipsic on that section of the North Atlantic sta- 
tion. 


THE following nominations were sent to the Senate 
January 23, 1873: Lieutenant-Commander S, Dana 
Greene, to be a commander in the Navy from the 12th ot 
December, 1872, vice Lieutenant-Commander Nathaniel 
Gre-n, who had been nominated and confirmed by the 
Senate, but found, subsequently physically disqualified 
for promotion to the grade of commander; Master Thom- 
as C. McLean to be a lieutenant in the Navy, from the 
12th December, 1872, vice Lieutenant-Commander S, D. 
Greene, nominated for promotion; Ensign Muftiv E. 
Hale to be a master in the Navy, from the 12th Decem- 
ber, 1872, vice Muster T. C. McLean nominated for pro- 
motion. Such of the foregoing officers as have not 
qualified for promotion, to be subject to the required ex- 
amination. The following were nominated to the Sen- 
ate January 24, 1872: Piy Inspector Robert H. Clark, 
to be a pay director in the Navy from the 23d January, 
1873, vice Pay Director E. T. Dunn retired; Paymaster 
Edward Foster to be a pay inspector in the Navy, from 
the 23d January, 1873, vice Pay Inspector R. H. Clark, 
nominated for promoti n; Passed Assistant Paymaster 
Francis T. Gilbert, to be a paymaster in the Navv from 
the 23d January, 1878, vice Paymuster Elward Foster, 
nominated for promotion. The following were nomina- 
ted January 24: Pay Director John O. Bradf.rd, to be 
chief of the Bureau of Provisions and Cicthing in the 
Navy Department in place of Pay Dir ctor Edward T. 
Dunn, retired by reason of age and length of service; 
Henry H. Clark of Maine to be a chaplain in the Navy, 
to fill a vacancy. 


In a letter dated “U. 8. steamer Lackawanna, flag- 
ship on Asiatic station, Singapore, Straits Settlemert, In- 
dia, December 3, 1872,” Thornton A. Jenkins, Rear-Ad- 
miral commanding U. S. naval force on Asiatic station, 
reports to the Department as follows: “Sir—I have the 
honor to advise the Depirtment that the flagship Colo- 
rado sailed with the Lackawanna in company from 
Hong Kong, China, on tae 2/st of November. The Colo- 
rado arrived at this port on the 28th of November, and 
the Lackawanna arrived on the 20th. On the 30th of 
November,jat one o’clock P. M.,I transferred my flag, 
with customary ceremonies, from the Colerado to the 
Lackawanna, which ship will be the flagship of the sta- 
tion until the arrival of the Hartford. On Monday the 
2d day of December, at eight o’clock a. M., the Colorads 
sailed from this port for New York, via the Cape oi 
Good Hope, in accordance with the Department’s order 
of August 6 and 7. It is my intention to sail :rom here 
on the morning of the 6th instant for Penang, and other 
places of interest in the Bay of Benyal, and I shall 
probably reach Calcutta by the 25th instant. Leaving 
Ualcutta I intend to go down the west side of the Bay 
of Bengal, visiting the English naval station at Trin- 
comalee, or Point De Galle, in expectation of either meet- 
ing or of getting tidings there ot the Hartford and Yun- 
tic Thence I shall endeavor to visit Batavia, returuimy 
to the China coast via Bankok, Saigon, and Manilla. 
Should notbing obstruct the completien of these plans, I 
shall expect to arrive at Hong Kony by the Ist of Apri 
next, provided that the Hartford aud Yantic join me in 
time to accompany me to Bankok, Siam, whither I wish 
to take them. The prevailing monsoon will prevent or 
reuder very difficult, a return to Hong Kong before the 
Ist of April, but by that date I shall confidently expect 
to reach there.” 


A LETTER from the Narragansett dated at Callao, 
Peru, January 6, reports her arrival there on the Ist ot 
January, 1873, sixy-five days from Sydney, Austrualia. 
She had pleasant weather most of the way over, as she 
passed north of New Zealand, and she made the voyage 
ot 8,000 miles under canvas entircly—the screw not 
being once lowered until four miles from San Lorenzo. 
She has been incessantly cruisiug among the varivus 
islands of North and Souch Pucific and the Coral Sea 
as far as the coast of New Zeland and Australia, Many 
places have been visited where our men-of-war hud not 
touched for many years,and some places where tise flag of 
a United States ship of war had never been shown befure. 
Throughout the cruise the health of all hus been good, 
and there bas not been an accident, death, or casualty of 
any kind. Since leaving New York 418 days have Leen 
passed at sea—az extrordinary amount of sea duty, 
never before exceeded in the history of our navy. Dur- 
ing this time the ship has sailed nearly sixty-thousund 
miles, almost eutirely uuder canvas, his sur- 
veyed fifteen harbors or islands aud examinei numerous 
reported dangers. Treaties have been made, as at Tu- 
tulia, and treaty stipulations enforced,as at Apama. a, 
in the Gilbert Islands, where a promis-d indemuity for 
injuries inflicted and American property destroyed was 
collected without avy resort to force of arms,and simply 
by making a firm demand, coupled with a prompt ap- 
pearance of the vessel in a state to eniorceit. She has 
badly beaten in exercise every other vessel, American 
and English. In one case where competition was gving 
on, the Narraganset(’s light yards and topgallant masts 
were on de k befvre her opponent’s topgallaat mis. 
were ‘‘unfidded” even, and this was the champion 
ship, too, at least she cl .imed to be until th; Narvagane 





sett beat her inevery exercise. The Narragansett, be- 


sides her battery, carries a torpedo attachment, and is 
manned by seventeen officers and 138 bluejackets and 
marines. The period of service of all the marine guard 
and of all the petty-officers expires within a few monthe, 
when they hope to be relieved. Most of the crew ship- 
ped for the cruise out of the men comprising the crews 
of tke wrecked Arctic whaling fleet,and many men were 
shipped as ordinary seamen, who are well able to do the 
duty of able-bodied seamen. The following is a list of 
the Narragansett’s officers: —Commander, Richard W. 
Meade; Lieutenant-Commander, A. H. Wright, exe 
ecutive officer; Lieutenants Z. L. Tanner, navigator; 
E. D. Tansing; Master H. O. Handy; Midshi 

G-orge A. Calboun, M. F. Wright, W.P. Ray and ¥. 
H, Lefavor; Assistant Sur, , H. OC. Eckstein; Passed 
Assistant Paymaster, G. Griffing; First Assistent 
Engineer, J. B. Carpenter; Second Assistant Engineer, 
W. K. Nauman; Ganner, J. G. Foster; Boatswain, 
Thomas Savage; Clerks, T. K. McGrew and George B. 


Kernan. 


WE quote the subjoined from the New York Zimes 
of Thursday : 

It appears that fifty-two officers, originally of the mer- 
chant marine, but admitted in 1868 to the regular Navy, 
are now endeavoring to be advanced on the Navy Reg~ 
ister. On admission, they were commissioned us lieu- * 
tenants, masters, and ensigns; but, in the natural order 
of promotion, sixteen of them have become lieutenant- 
commanders, while the remaining thirty-six are lieutene 
ants. Now, however, they cluim to go over graduates 
of the Naval Academy, as follows: Of the lieutenant» 
commanders, five to pass over thirty-four numbers, while 
the remaining eleven (in another part of the list) want 
to go over twenty-five numbers; +f the thirty-six lieu- 
tenants, eight (now at the head of the list) claim promo 
tion to the grade of lieutenant-commender, and then to 
pies over twenty-seven officers in that grade; the re 
maining twenty-eight want first to go over a whole class 
of forty-two lieutenants, then be promoted to the grade 
of lieutenant-communder, and, finally, go over twenty- 
seven officers of that grade—a grand total of fifty-two 
going over 103! Such stupendous jumping was never 
before attempted ia the Navy, and, even if based on jus- 
tice, must, if brought abour, cause inconceivable discun- 
tent among those passed over. Retardment of promos 
tion for years, consequent loss of pay, receiving orders 
from former juniors in rank—these, all questions of the 
Breatest moment to the naval oificer, are involved. The 
volunteer officers claim their advancement under a law 
of Congress; it would, therefore, seem that they are 
simply asking justice. But the regular officers have also 
laws of Congress, even more explicit than that relating 
to the volunteers, which, if carried out, would not only 
secure beyond all doubt their present position on the 
Navy Register, but also probably advance them above 
some of the volunteer offivers put in ahead of them. 
That such laws exiet was clearly shown in an article re- 
cently published in the ARMY AND Navy¥ JOURNAL, en- 
titled “ The Advancement of certain Officers in the Na- 
vy,” wherein the writer, according to excellent legal 
opinion, has made a clear case with good arguments. 
We deem the cases similar—not conflicting. Both are 
equitable—bhence a partial fulfilment of the law, as for 
the volunteers alone, must evidently inflict gross injus- 
tice on the regular offizers. 


A CORRESPONDEST, writing from Talcahuana, Chili, 
December 7, says: The flagship Pensacola, Rear-Admiral 
Steedman, arrived at that place Sundsy, Decemter 1, 1872, 
thirty-two days from P»yta, Peru, under sail. “ All 
well.” Had a most delightful passage, no bad weather 
of any kind; there had been a revere gale all along the 
coast a week before we got here; several vessels were 
wrecked, but we did not feel it. It is really beautiful 
here in Talcahuana. It being summer time our officers 
ure feasting on strawberries, cherries, game, new | pe 
toes, pees, etc. The peopie are very hospitable and are 
coustantly entertaining our officers. This week the 
Governor gives a wraud pic-nic and ball at his house, 
whi-h will be followed bya grand ball given to our 
officers by the citizens of Talcahuane, On Tuesday, 
December 11, Near-Admiral Steedman, Captain Upshur, 
and the ward-1oom officers of the Pensacola, give a recep- 
tion and bali to the residents of Talcahuana and Cone 
ception; the ladies are to turn out strong. Most of our 
officers rode out on horseback to Dr. Trumbull’s ranch yes 
terday, where they were sumptuously entertained. The 
English flagship Zealous sailed for home to-day, having 
been out uearly four years in the Pavific. We sail from 
here to Valparaiso on December 14, and will remain there 
some time; from there we tuke in the ports between 
Valparaiso and Panama, and expect to arrive at 
the latter port in rane st Talvahuana and 
Conce;tion are most deiightful places; a fine 
railroad connects them, and it is a perfect American 
institution. The Zuscarora has arrived on this station, 
and is now in Callao. The Omaha is expected soon. The 
following is a correct list of our officers: Rear- Admiral 
Charles Steedman, commanding Seuta Pacific station; 
Lieutenant-Commau/er Charles H. Pendleton, staff duty; 
Fleet Surgeoa, Edwin RK. Denby; Fleet Paymaster, 
Thomas F. Caswell; Fleet Enziveer, George R. John- 
son; Fleet Marine Officer, First Lieutenant H. J. 
Bishop, Secretary Frank H. Dee; Captain John H. Up- 
shur, chief of staffand commanding Pensacola; Lieue 
tenant-Commander Purnell F. Harringtoo, executive 
officer; Lieutenant James Knox Polk Ragsdale, “wo 
tor; Lieutenant, Robert M. Berry, Fernandy P. G 
more, Wiliam C. Gibson; Masters, Thomas H. Stevens, 
William A. Hadden, Jamee K. Cogswell; Ensigue, Din- 
iel D. V. Stuart, William T. Low; Midshipmen, Henry 
R. Pennington, Henry McCrea ; Kugineers, Firet Assist- 
int H. Schuyler Ross, Second Assistant George W. 
Biird; Boatswain, James Nash; Gunner, Cornelius 
Dugan; Corpenter. E. D. Mall; Sailmaker, Jos. Wilson. 

A CORRESPONDENT of the New York Herald, writing 
trom the United Stat-s steamship Shenimdoah, Athens, 
Groece, Christm’s day, 1872, rays: Early this borne. 
her Britannic Majesty's ship Rupid was decorated wii 





evergreens, which will be allowed to remain on her une 
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to an up Christmas dinners and have a general holiday. 
Onboard of the Russian man-of-war the band has been 
orming different national airs, and the men refrain 
m work. On board of our own ship the crew have 
obtained from shore the materials for an excellent din- 
ner and are engaged in its preparation. Royalty had 
selected this my A pay us a visit, and at about midday 
their Majesties King George and Queen Olga of Greece 
cayne alongside with their suite, and were received by 
Captain Wells and his officers on the quarterdeck with 
the usual honors incident to such an occasion. The 
Queen is a finely proportioned F tap ye about 
twenty-one years of age, is the m of four children, 
has a blooming complexion, silky, flaxen hair end a 
charming air and expression. She is pretty, unquestion- 
ably, but her great attraction is a certain winning sim- 
plicity and naivelé, strongly in contrast with the womcn 
of Greece. It I were to contract a description of her into 
the limita of one word I would call her “ sweet,” in its 
sense as applied to women. She is the cousin of the 
Grand Duke Alexis, who recently visited the United 
States: Her husband, George of Denmark, is the brother 
to: the Princess Alexandra, wife of the Prince of Wales. 
He was originaliy of the English Navy, which accounts 
for the thorough inspection our ship received at his 
hands; for he, his wife and suite visited every part of 
her—the cabin, wardroom, steerage, berth deck and fore- 
castle. Both speak English, she a little the better, for 
she prompts her husband on being appealed to occasion- 
ally, during the time le is delivering a speech. A col- 
lation was prepared in the cabin, at which his Majesty 
proposed in champagne the following sentiment, “ I pre- 
sent through you the congratulations of Greece to the 
great American nation. I extend my congratulations to 
the President of the great Republic which has been the 
constant, earnest friend of Greece, and she acknowledges 
with gratitude the friendship thus shown her. I drink, 
Captain, to the health of the President of the United 
States.” After all had joined in doing honor to this sen- 
timent Captain Wells responded: “ Your Majesty, the 
kind sentiments just expressed by you meet with a 
hearty response from every Awericun present. The 
visit of the King and Queen to this vessel will be re- 
— as a compliment not only to the President of the 
nited States, but by our countrymen generally. Greece 
has always commanded our sympathy and friendship. 
A$ to the native country of the Queen, she will bear me 
witness fo the brotherhood existing between Russia and 
the United States. I present asa sentiment the health 
of their Majesties the King and Queen of the Hellenes.” 
Her Majesty was so obliging-as to affix her autograph to 
several photographs of herself that had been purchased 
by the officers at Athens on account of her pretty 
features. 








Navy DEPARTMENT, 
BUREAU OF EQuIPMENT AND RECRUITING. 
WASHINGTON, January 1, 1873. 


Circular. 


The pay of machinists, in accordance with the order 
of the ident of the United States, of the date of Jan- 
uary 1, 1873, will be at the rate of $60 per month, ex- 
elusive of the $150 per month added to the pay of all 
enlisted men by the Pres dent’s order of July 1, 1870. 

The pay of boiler-makers and coppersmiths remains 
the same. 

Five machinists will be allowed after January 1, 1873, 
to first-rates, and four to second and third-rate steam- 
ships in commission for sea service. Qualifications same 
as required by bureau circular of June 8, 1871. 

Boiler-makers and coppersmiths, prior to enlistment, 
will not be examined, except as to their qualifications as 
boiler-makers and coppersmiths. 

One boiler-maker und one coppersmith, if obtainable, 
will be allowed to cach first, second, and third-rate 
steamship in commission for sea service. They will be 
required to keep watch in the engine-room while the 
ship is steaming, and at other times, as may be requi- 
site, and will thus be enabled to make themselves profi- 
cient for the rate of machinists. 

Machinists, coppersmiths, and boiler-makers will mess 
with the master-at-arms, : 

Wa. REYNOLDs, Chief of Bureau. 





INCREASE OF THE NAVY. 


THE following is a synopsis of the debate in the House 
of Representatives, January 20, on the bill for the con- 
struction of additional vessels of war: 


The Chairman, Mr. Cragin, strenuously advocated the 
amendment reported by the Committee, which he con- 
sidered substantially the same as the bill reported by 
the Naval Committee of the House. The purpose was 
to do something to increase our naval maritime. It was 
understood that six of the vessels would be of about 
from 500 tv 700 tons, or what is known as the Nipsic 
class ; two of them, perhaps of the Oneida class, of atout 
1,000 tons; and two of the Hartford class, of about 2,000 
tons—the whole not to exceed about 10,000 tons, or 
about equal to two of the largest vessels of the English 
navy. He reviewed the Navy at the breaking out of the 
rebellion, during that conflict, and at the present time, 
contending that the number at — available is less 
than there were when the rebellion commenced. The 
great need of the Navy at present is suitable small ves- 
sels of the character indicated. Mr. Cragin referred to 
the legislation during the administration of Mr. Bu- 
chanan,-by which twenty-seven vessels, with those 
purchased, were added to the Navy; while the building 
of none had been authorized during the last eight 
years. In the course of his remarks he alluded to the 
injustice he had done tke late Secretary Toucey by re- 
ng the statement that bad been made, that at the 
¢ g Out of the rebellion the Secretary had sent the 
ships of tie United States to foreign seas in order that 
Sn ee wand Gals tes sidan: From the 
nyestigation he had e during the consideration of 
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this bill he was convinced he was in the state- 
ment, as he found no evidence to justify it. On the 
the other hand, he found that Secretary Toucey was a 
faithful Secretary, so far as caring for the interests of 
the Navy were concerned. There were then probably as 
many vessels in our ports as there are now, and if called 
on to furnish vessels for war, as we were in 1861, we 
should be in as bad a fix as we were then. He considered 
it absolutely necessary that the bill should pass, and in 
case it should, hoped Congress at its subsequent sessions 
would authorize the building of other vessels to take 
the places of those rapidly decaying. 

r. Hamilton, of Maryland, in a carefully-prepared 
five-ecolumn speech, opposed the amendment, and also 
opposed the bill as it came originally from the House— 
opposed the whole measure, both in substance and de- 
tail. He found no necessity for an increase in the naval 
force, as the exhibit of our fleets abroad and on our coast, 
and of the vessels unfinished and laid up in home ports, 
with peace prevailing everywhere and security. for the 
future, showed that the Navy was too large yet for any 
service the country requires, or, as the probabilities in- 
dicate, may require for along time to come, and, as he 
hoped, forever. A comparison was made of the expen- 
ditures for this branch of the service at various times, 
and of the expenditures for our Navy with those for 
the navy of Great Britain. He considered the propo- 
sition to build these vessels a “ job,” and favored a re- 
duction rather than an increase of the naval force. He 
feared the Army as weil as the Navy—their outrages 
and massacres. Besides ull the other considerations 
which impel’ed him to oppese an increase of either the 
Army or Navy, the highest of all, that which impressed 
him with the peril both those branches brought to our 
free institutions and form of government, equslly im- 
pelled him always to favor a reduction of both to the 
lowest possible degree. Military establishments were 
not compatible with Republican government, but, on the 
contrary, are the bulwarks always of tyrants and the 
ready instruments of tyranny. 

Mr. Nye, of Nevad:, acknowledged himself so much 
confused by the speech of the honorable Senator who 
preceded him that he scarcely knew what the original 
proposition wae, and congratulated the country, and 
the gentleman from Maryland especially, that this op- 
portunity had arisen for him to give vent to the feeling 
which had been so long gatbering in him, it being the 
first time in several months he bad heard the good old 
democratic ring of opposition. The Navy was born be- 
fore the honcrable Senator from Maryland; navies were 
as old as the ages; the last sun would go down upon the 
nation’s Navy, and it was therefore idle to attempt to. 
arouse a prejudice of such a character as that which he 
had attempted against the passage of the bill. For him- 
self, all he wanted this nation to have was a proportion- 
ate navy to protect itself from any insult abroad or at 
home. The Secretary of the Navy wanted ships to make 
it effective—ships to bear the flag ond honor of our 
country around the world, and would have them not- 
withstanding the wailing of the gentleman from Mary- 
land, Mr. Nye said he took a manly pride in the his- 
tory of the Navy of this country. Names had been ins 
scribed on its rolls “that were not born to die ”—name- 
that would stand as long as brass and brouze can per- 
petuate them, not because they belong to the Navy, but be- 
cause they belong to the nation, aud tought for the nation 
in their sphere until the very waters around them cried 
“ blood enough.” He should judge his fri: nd from Mary- 
land was never a great friend ot the Navy or the Army, 
and that the teachings of his subsequent years had not 
increased his love forthem. He thought it very queer 
that on a simple question of increasing the ships of the 
Navy, his friend from Maryland should attempt to draw 
in all the things he had said, but he supposed they had 
been pent up in him so long vent was necessary to pre- 
vent explosion. In conclusion, he said that the Com- 
mittee, after a careful examinstion of all the arguments 
presented, had come to the determination that ten ships 
are necessary. He desired to have ten vessels ; he wanted 
them for the protection of our commerce, for the pro- 
tection of our honor and character, because all that 
makes a nation strong is te have a visible*power. 

Mr. Cole, of California, thought the addition of six 
vessels at this time was all that could reasonably be ex- 
pected of Congress on the purt of thecountry. He was wil- 
ling to vote for six sloops, altho»gh he thoughtthe nation’s 
money better expended in promoting commerce than 
in promoting the regular Navy, and that one dollar ex- 
pended in advencing the mercantile marine was worth ten 
expended in advancing the Navy. In view of the fact 
of the country’s great indebtedness, and the increase 
thereof during the last month, he thought it unwise to 
go into this large expenditure for ten vessels. He want- 
ed something done to increase the commerce of the coun- 
try, and did not think it politic to build up a Navy and 
suffer our commerce to decline. It would cost as much 
to send one frigate on a cruise round the world as to 
keep up a line of mai) steamships for a year—one was a 
constant burden on the Government, the other continu- 
ally added to our wealth and strength as a nation. 
While he was willing, for the purpose of keeping up our 
Navy, to vote for six sloops-of-wuar, he was opposed to 
the number of ten. 

Mr. Stewart, of Nevada, said he would vote for the 
amendment, supposing the Committee had hit upon the 
right number. We should have new ships constantly 
constructed, instead of repairing old ones, which he did 
not think much more expensive, but certainly much 
more desirable. The policy of the United States was 
undoubtedly peace with all nations; but that could be 
best preserved by having a respectable and sufficient 
Navy. A formidable Navy was no reason why we should 
have war; with such, we can have peace without hu- 
miliation, We are an important nation, and as other 
nations all over the world are sustaining navies; we can- 
not avoid it. We must be in a position to inflict injury 
when we receive it, and if not in that position, we may 
be dictated to by ulmost every power, great or small, on 
every trivial question, or submit to war without prepar- 
ation. Qur people will not submit to very great Fasalta, 
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and if insulted, demand that the honor of the flag be 


pro He wished the bill contained a provision for 
the construction of a first-class sloop-of-war each year, or 
every two years, and thus keep pace with the improve- 
ments and reap the advantages derived from the experi- 
ence of other countries. 

Mr. Stockton, of New Jersey, listened with deep ‘re- 
gret to the labored effort of the Sgnator from Maryland, 
who, coming from a State with alarge seaboard coast, he 
thought should have been the last man to have opposed this 
small appropriation to save the character of the Navy. 
Mr. S:ockton gave a history of the origin of our 
Navy, and of the first maritime conflict of our revolution- 
ary struggle; of the measures that General Washington 
took to intercept the British storeships; of the first 
legislation of Congress on the subject; and of the thir- 
teen cruisers ordered to be constructed, making more 
available vessels and more guns than our present effec- 
tive force. In 1775 there were a few feeble, sparsely- 
settled colonies on the Atlantic border; now we have an 
Atlantic coast and a Pacific coast to defend, with a com- 
merce that whitens every sea. Yet from both of the 
great coasts of our country gentlemen of the Senate tell 
us not to keep our Navy! When this country should 
become so poor, so wretched, and so humble that it can- 
not keep up its Navy on a proper organization, he would 
vote to abolish it, but, so help him God, he would not 
give one vote to degrade it. It should be kept on a foot- 
ing to compare with the navies of other nations or 
be destroyed. Do one or the other, but do not degrade 
it. Mr. Stockton expressed himself with much warmth 
and force in answer to the Senator from Maryland, par- 
ticularly in the aliusions to the bill being a “job,” and 
to the misuse of the Navy. The question on his mind 
was Navy or no Navy. Hedid not believe in fastening 
matters, as the House bill did, so as to require the ships 
to be built in particular and certain ways. Make the 
appropriation, and if the Secretary of the Navy was not 
honest enough, and the President had not pride enough 
to endeavor to get these ships made the best in the 
world, the responsibility and accountability will rest with 
them; and if they violate their duty or disgrace their 
positions, he was ready to take them to task ior it. 

Mr. Morrill, of Maine, did not think it practicable to 
construct three of the vessels, as the House bill proposed, 
in private yards, which he did not consider in the situa- 
tion to do any such work. While they had capacity and 
mechanical skill, they had not the proper material. He 
therefore favored the Senate amendment. The bill 
from the House contained cunditions that were imprac- 
ticable in many ways. The amendment provides for 
the construction of these ten vessels according to the 
judgment and discretion of the Secretary of the Navy. 
This is one of his legitimate functions ; he is at the head 
of the department for that purpose. Instead of cost- 
ing twenty millions, as stated, they are estimated to 
cost about four millions—about what has been expended 
in repairs on old hulks. We are shocked at the idea of 
appropriating this sum for suitable cruisers to go out 
on police duty, watch, guard, and protect our commerce, 
yet no one hesitates to vote an equal amount for these 
repairs. Mr. Morrill answcred some of the propositions 
of Mr. Hamilton, and presented sundry arguments as to 
the importance and necessity of a navy—suitable vessels, 
with all the modern improvements for cruising pur- 
poses. 

Mr. Bayard, of Delaware, complimented highly the 
elaborate speech of the Senator from Maryland,in which 
he thought there was much valuable food for reflection 
by the American people. He considered the confession, 
that we had no Navy worthy of the name, after the vast 
sums that had been spent to make and maintain it, a 
sad one, humiliating to the Administration. The bill 
was defective in many particulars—the class or tonnage 
of the vessels was not stated, nor the very important 
matter of their cost. He suggested to the Committee 
whether it would not be proper to limit the size of the 
vessels so as not to exceed 900 tons, and specify what 
number should be armored and what not armored, rather 
than leave the whole matter in the utterly vague way 
which the bill now does, in the discretion of the Secre- 
tary of the Navy. He thought it would be a sensible 
and just proposition to make three of the number ar- 
mored vessels (wood frame covered by iron plates), and 
the other half of wood, also to limit the expenditure. 
He was disposed to treat the matter in an entirely un- 
partisan way, and to use his best endeavors to perfect 
the bill and make it an efficient measure for the restora- 
tion and re-establishment of the Navy. He therefore 
proposed an amendment, so that the vessels shall not ex- 
ceed 900 tons each, and to strike out the words which 
follow, “and of such class or classes as in his judgment 
will best subserve the demands of the service,” which 
are superfluous. 

Mr. Howe said he would feel safer in voting on the 
question if he bad further information from the Secre- 
tary of the Navy on the subject—how many and what 
class of vessels he wants, and how much money he need- 
ed. If he were persuaded that we needed ten vessels, 
carrying six or sixteen guns each, he would have no 
hesitation in voting authority to the Secretary to pro- 
eced to procure such vessels, voting the sum that was 
necessary to pay for them. The building of wood or 
iron is also an open question, and as he is not persuaded 
which is the better material of the two, he would be 
willing to vote a generous sum to have the question de- 
termined. . 

Mr. Cragin said the Navy Department did not propose, 
if the bill passed, to build a single armored vessel.f@It 
had been suggested that two or three of them might be 
built of iron—that is, iron frames, and iron in the sense 
that the Monocacy und one or two others are now built. 
Building them of wood, and then iron-plating the wood, 
was not the understandirg. We have had experiments 
of that kind—fifty-one monitors now rotting at the dif- 
ferent stations. . 

Mr. Sherman asked permission to have printed two 
sections to be offered as amendments. ‘The Senate 
then proceeded to the consideration of execytjye busi- 
ness. 
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THE LAY TORPEDO. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal, 

Sr: In the number of your JOURNAL issued January 
11, Captain Ericsson passes judgment upon the Lay 
torpedo, which was considered so successful at Newport. 
His conclusions seem to be very different from those ar- 
rived at by the distinguished naval authorities present 
at the trial. The names of this board of experts and 
practical men are so wejl known, and carry so much 
weight with the public for skill and disinterestedness, 
that one is prepared to accept their report without ques- 
tion. 

The professors of physics and engineering attached to 
this institution, as well as myself, bave examined the 
Lay torpedo while building, and were present at the 
trial-trip here in the Mohawk river. We were surprised 
at its simplicity of management, and satisfied that it 
would accomplish all that its inventor claimed for it. 
It is the result of a well-considered plan, modified by 
the experience of many trials and not a few disappoint- 
ments. The field was new and untrodden. I can see 
no danger of accident in the management of the liqui- 
fied gas when care is taken. With a little direction, 
common workmen filled the flasks without accident. 
The only objection offered by Captain Ericsson which 
needs any answer, is that as to the effect of the explosion 
of 500 pounds of nitro-glycerine near the water-line of 
an iron-clad ship. Here, toe, he seems to differ from the 
honorable board. 

I do not know what authority he has for stating that 
the explosive “energy” of nitro-glycerine has been 
much exaggerated, though the fact, if true, would apply 
equally to the Lay torpedo and his own conception. 

While I cannot find any account of experiments with 
the explosion of nitro-glycerine against or near stock- 
ades, bulkheads, etc., I. beg leave to refer to some ex- 
periments of this kind made with gun-cetton. This ex- 
plosive is not so powerful as nitro-glycerine. 

A double stockade of timbers, fourteen inches square 


Commanders—J. L. Davis, E. E. Stone, A. W. Johnson, G. W. 
Morris, D, L. Braine, D, B. Harmony, A. Pend t, H. Wilson, 
E. E. Potter, Le Roy Fitch, C. J. McDougal, W. B. Sey 
Lieut t-Command-rs—B. P. Smith, H. E. Mullan, J. Weid- 
man, J. P. Robertson, 8. A. McCarty, J. J. Read, C. H. Craven, F. 
— R. P. Leary, D.C. Woodrow, B. F. Lamberton, G. A. 
Stevens. 

Lieutenants—G. R. Durand, 8. P. Baird, F. Courtis, L. V. Hou- 
sel, G. W. Coster, C. Belknap, U. Sebree, R. E. Carmody, 
J. M. Miller, F. A. Howes, J. D. J. Kelley, C. W. Chipp. 

Maslers—H. Smith, C. A. Adams, G. Btocklinger, N. E. Niles, J. 
A. Norris, K. Rohrer, U. R. Harris, H. Winslow. 

Ensigns—W. F. Bulkley, 8. P. Comley, H. T. Stockton, 8. H. 
May, J.D. Hubbard, N. Sargent, Jr., C. S. Richman. 

Midshipmen—J. D. Keeler, E. M. Hughes, F. Winslow, G. A. 
Sanderson, R. H. Fletcher 

Medical Director—J. Beale. 

Medical Inspectors—S. F. Coues, J. M. Browne, J. Y. Taylor. 

Surgeons—H. C. Nelson, F. E. Potter, C.H. White, E. C. Ver 
Muelen. 

P. Asst. Surgeon—J. R. Tryon. 

Asst. Surgeons—P. P. Bielby, H. Stewart, 

Acting Asst. Surgeons—J. Dewling, H. Wikoff. 

Pay Directors—J. H. Watmough, J. 8. Gulick, C. J. Emery. 

Pay Inspectors—G. L. Davis, C. P. Wallach, E, Foster. 

Paymasters—F. C. Cosby, G. R. Martin, A. J. Clark,D. B. Bati- 
one, J. H. Bulkley. 

P. Asst. Paymasters—T. 8. Thompson, J. B. Redfield, W. J. 
Healy, H. Gerrard, J, F. Tarbell, H. T. B. Harris, F. Bissell. . 

Asst. Paymaster—R. Dickey. 

Chief Engineers—B. ¥ .Garvin, A. J. Kicrsted, T. J. Jones, J. 
McElwell, G. 8. Bright, P. Inch, H. B. Nones, W. H. King, J. 
Purdy, Jr., J. H. Bailey, J. H. Morrison. 

First Asst. Engineers—R. H. Gunnell, R. Potts, J. Trilley, J. 
Butterworth, A. T. E. Mullin, B. F. Wood, T. W. Rae, H. Parker, 
Jr., D. Jones, J. H. Chasmar, H. C. Blye. 

Second Asst. Engineers—J. M. Emanuel, L. T. Safford, R. D. 
Taylor, J. G. Littig, H. E. Rhoades. 

Chaplains—J. Stockbrid2e, J. Blake, G. W. Smith, J. 8. Wal- 
lace, C. D. Beugless, J. J, Kane, E. K. Rawson, D. H. Tribon. 

( Boatswains—B, Dixon, J. A. Briscoe, H. Peters, L. K. Ellis 
acting). 

Gunners—J. M. Ballard, J. Hutchinson, B. P. Allen, F. A. Gra- 
ham, G. Edmund, J. Thayer. 

Carpenters—J. McDonnell, J. H. Owens, J. L. Davis. 
Sailmakers—G. Thomas, G. T. Lozier, J. C. Herbert. 


LIGHT-HOUSE BOARD. 
Rear-Admirals—T. Bailey, H. Walke; ©. S. Boggs, secretary. 








and with three feet six inches distance between the two 
lines, was at one time exzerimented upon. Lighty 
pounds of gun-cotton were laid at the foot of the outer 
stockade, but not in actual contact with the timbers. 
When this exploded, a gap was made in both stockades 
of sufficient size to allow the passage of an attacking 
patty. Two and a half pounds suspended from a nail 
on one of these timbers, in its explosion snapped it off as 
if it were a pipe-stem. 

The wonderful claims of nitro-glycerine as an ex- 
plosive in mining operations have been verified by care- 
fully-conducted experiments, but I can find no reports 
as to its action when fired as the gun-cotton in the above- 
mentioned experiments; but can we not judge with 
some degree of correctness as to this action by the 
analysis of accidental explosions. 

At the Wyoming Hotel, in New York city, a small 
demijohn of nitro-glycerine encloséd in a wvoden box, 
and protected by straw or sawdust, was thrown out upon 
the pavement. It exploded on a flagstone four feet 
square and about three, inches thick. The “energy”’ 
of the explosion aJmost annihilated the stone, reducing 
it to such small pieces as to be undistinguishable among 
the other debris. The earth beneath the stone was 
blown out tothe depth of nearly three -feet, while the 
heavy curb-stene was broken and thrown quite across 
the street. Windows and doors at quite a distanee were 
burst in. The quantity of the explosive was quite 
small—less than fifty pounds. 

If we apply Captain Ericsson’s diagram to this mass 
of nitro-glycerine, I think we shall find that even less 
of the proportional energy was exerted upon the stone 
than wculd affect the ship in the Lay torpedo, and yet 
we have such terrible execution. In the accidents at 
Aspinwall and at San Francisco the havoc was effected 
ata much greater distance frum the point of explosion, 
and yet extraordinary in its character. 

I have no objections to Captain Ericsson’s figures, but 
feel sure, from these and other explosions of compatra- 
tively small quantities of nitro-glycerine, under circum- 
stances by no means so favorable as those provided for 
by the Lay torpedo, that an explosion at the water-line 
of 500 pounds would be highly disastrous. I can im- 
agine no vessel with sides sutticiently strong to with- 
stand its “ energy ;” they would be either driven in or 
so strained that the vessel would soon fill with water. 

Captain Ericssop’s own conception of a torpedo has 
been so thoroughly criticised by Commander Kirkland 
that it seems hardly necessary to add a single word. 
When Captain Ericsson comes to actual experiment, I 
would remind him of an experience we met with in the 
laboratory, viz., the extreme difficulty of obtaining 
rubber tubing, even in very short lengths, which will 
resist much pressure, or are air-tight. 

As lhad some curiosity to see what weight of ma- 
terial Captain Ericsson would drag along, I weighed a 
piece of tubing. It had a capacity of less than three- 
quarters of an inch, the sides three-sixteenths of an inch 
thick, reinforced with cloth. One foot of this weighed 
seven ounces. Two miles, therefure, would weigh over 
4,600 pounds. Very respectfully, : 

; MAURICE Perkins, Professor of Chemistry. 

Unton COLLEGE, ScHENECTADY, N. Y., Jan. 20, 1873. 

LOCATION OF NAVAL OFFICERS. 

WE commenced publishing in the Journat of January 4, and will 
continue until the list is completed, the stations and duties of naval 
officers, classifying all the officers of one vessel under the heading 

her name and fleet, or duty, and officers on thesame duty will be 
placed under the same heading. This register will note all the 
changes made since July 1, 1872, and will be correct as far 
as the date of the naval orders published in the Jounwat of the 
previous week, The orders published in the same number as the 
register should be consulted in referring toit. Particular attention 
has not been given to placing the efficers according as they number 
in the regular Navy Register. 

AWAITING ORDERS. 

Rear-Admirals—S. P. Lee, G. F. Emmons. 

Commodores—E. T. Nichois, G. B. Balch. 

Ca, - Fairfax. J. B. M. Clitz, J.W. A. Nicholson, 


iptains—D, McN 
T. G. Corbin, E. Thompson, R. T. Renshaw, A. K. Hughes, 8. 


Nicholson, 8. R. Franklin, 


BOARD FOR THE EXAMINATION OF OFFICERS FOR 
PROMOTION AND RETIREMENT. 
Rear-Admiral—John Rodgers, president; Commodores—S. D. 
Trenchard, M. B. Woolsey; Medical Directors—W. Johnson, G, 

Maulsby ; First Asst. Engineer—C. A. Uber. 


BOARD OF INSPECTORS. 


Commodores—W. E. Le Rov, J. Guest; Commander—R. F. R. 
Lewis; Chief Engineer—W. W. W. Wood. 


NAVAL EXAMINING BOARD. 
Medical Directors—W. Grier, president; J. W. Taylor; 
Medical Inspectors—T. J. Turner, A. L. Gihon; Surgeon—P. 8, 
Wales, recorder. 
BOARD OF ENGINEERS, PHILADELPHIA, PA, 
Chief Engineers—S. D, Hibbert, J. 8. Albert, B. B. H. Whar- 
on. 


EUROPEAN STATION. 
@Rear-Admiral—J. Alden, commanding; Captain—W. G. Tem- 
ple, chief of staff; Lieutenants—H. W. Lyon, L. C. Logan, staff 
duty; M. B. Buford; Captain G. P. Houston, fleet marine officer; 
Medical Director—E. Shippen, fleet surgeon; Pay Inspector—J. 
Fulton. fleet paymaster; Chief Engineer—E. D. Robie, fleet engi- 
neer; Admiral’s Secretary—E. Brown; Admiral’s Clerk—F. No- 
gues; Chief of Staff’s Clerk—G. J. Marbury; Fleet Paymaster’s 
Clerk—W. J. Gibson. 


t 


U. 8S. Steamer Wabash. flagship, 1st rate (45).—Captain W. G. 
Temple, commanding: Lieutenant Commanders—T. L. Swann 
executive officer: G. W. Hayward, navigator; C. McGregor, B. H. 


McCalla, G. F. F. Wilde; Lieutenants—R. C. Hooker, F. Han- 
ford, H. G. O. Colby; Masters—W. J. Barnette, 8S. C. Paine, N. 
E. Mason; Midshipmen—H. M. Jacoby, S. A. Staunton, C. ‘Ter- 
rel, C. Thomas. C. W. Bartlett, E. F. Quaitrough, T. C. Wood, 
G. L. Selden, W. E. Sewell, W. C. Babcock, A. C. Baker, J. C. 
Fremont, Jr.; P. Assistant Surgeons—G. F.-Winslow, M. L. Ruth; 
First Assistant Engineer—H. 8. Ross; Second Assistant Engineer 
—C. W. Rae; Chaplain—G. D. Henderson; Boatswain—C. Miller; 
Gunner—W. W. Carter; Carpenter—J. P. Carter; Sailmaker—F, 
Boom; Second Lieutenant of Marines—B. R. Russell. 
U. S. Steamer Brooktyn, 2d rate (20) —Captain A. Bryson, com- 
manding; Lientenant-Commanders—W. Whitehead, executive 
officer; W. C. Wise, navigator; W.S. Dana; Lieutenants—C. H. 
Black, L. A. Kingsley, W. T. Buck; Masters—C. W. Jarboe, C. R, 
Brown, F. B. Barry; Ensign—T. Porter; Midshipmen—W. 8. 
Holliday, W. M. Wved, J. P. J. Auger, J. 8. Abbott, A. J. Dab- 
ney, J. C. Cresap: Surgeon—A. C. Gorgas; P. Assistant Surgeon 
—J.B. Ackley; Paymaster—A. Burtis; Chief Engineers—J. Q. 
A. Zeigler, R. L. Harris; Chaplain—G. W. Dorrance; Bostswain 
—W. Long; Gunner—J. C. Ritter; Carpenter—G. W. Conover; 
Sailmaker—S. Tatem. First Lieutenant of Marines—W. 8. Muse. 
U. S. Steamer Congress, 2d rate [16].—Captain—A. C. Rhind, 
commanding; Lieutenant-Commanders—W. T. Samson, executive 
officer; B. F. Day, navigator; Lieutenants—G. M. Hunter; C. 
H. Stockton, C. T. Arnold, H. C. Hunter, E. P. Wood; Master— 
W. H. Everett: Migshipmen—G. F. W. Holman, T. C. Spencer, 
C. E. Freeland, T. G. C. Salter, P. Busbee, F. E. Greene, H. M. 
Barroll; Surgeon—E, 8S. Bogert; Paymaster—G, Cochran; Chief 
Engineer—E. B. Latch; First Assistant Engineer—C. H. Green- 
leat; Second Assistant Engineer—T. W. Fitch; Boatswain—J. 
Hall; Gunner—W, T. Devian; Carpenter—H. Davis; Sailmaker 
—A.A. Warren. First Lieutenant of Marines—F. D. Webster. 
U. S. Steamer Shenandoah, 2d rate (11).—Captain—C. H. We'ls, 
commandéing; Lieutenant-Commander—F. J. Higginson, executive 
officer; Lieutenants—T. Perry, navigator; F. W. Crocker, E. W. 
Very, W. H. Reeder; Master—W. O. Sharrer; Ensign—H. W. 
Schaeffer; Midshipmen—A. McCrackin, W. Remsen, W. H. Van 
de Carr, W. P. Clayson, A. H. Cobb, W. H. Slack; Surgeon—T. 
Wolverton; Assistant Surgeon—T. C. Heyl; Paymaster—W. W. 
Woodhull; Chief Engineer—S. L. P. Ayres; First Assistant Evgi- 
neer-—J. Van Hovenberg; Gunner—A. Harman; Carpenter—R. A. 
Williams; Sailmaker—T. B. White. Second Lisutenantof Ma- 
rines—A. C. Kelton. 
U.S. Seamer Wachuselt, 3d rate (6).—Commander—T. S. Fiile- 
brown, commanding; Lieutenant-Commanders—A. S. Barker, 
executive officer; G. D. B. Glidden, navigator; Lieutenants—W. 
Graham, J. V. B. Bleecker, F. H. Paine: C. C. Cornwell; Ensigns 
—D.H. Mahan, J. H.C. Coffin, Jr.; Midshipmen—A, A. Cran- 
dell, J. E. Roller, C. Bruns, W. 8. French, F. Guertin; Surgeon 
—D. Kindleberger; Asst. Surgeon—W. &. Dixon; Paymaster—L. 
A. Frailey; First Asst. Engineer—G. W. Magee; Second Asst. 
Engineer—E. G. Allen; Acting Boatswain—J. Smith; Acting 
Gunner—G. Dunn; Carpenter—G. Northrup; Saiimaker—E. L. 
Wade. Second Lieutenant of Marines—G. C. Goodloe. 


ASIATIC STATION. 


Rear-Admiral—T. A. Jenkins, commanding; Captain—E. Y. 
McCauley, chiefoi staff; Lieutenant-Commander—H. Glass; Lieu- 
tenants—G. A. Converse, W. H. Emory, staff duty; Captain—H. 
A, Bartlett, fleet marine officer; Surgeon—D. Bloodgood, fleet sur- 
geon; Paymaster—E. Stewart, fleet paymaster; Asst. Paymaster 
—J.T. Addicks; Chief Engineer—J. W. Moore, fleet engineer; 
Admiral’s Secretary—H. G. B. Fisher; Admiral’s Clerks—F. T. 
Jenkins, G. Reimensnyder. : 

U. S. Steamer Hartford, flagship, 2d rate (18).—Captain—E. Y. 
McCauley, commanding; Lieutenant-Commanucers—J. W. Phillip, 
executive officer; E. M. Sheppard, navigator; Lieutenants—A. 
H. Vail, E. McCormack, C. B. Gill; Masters—J. A. Rodgers, W. 
P. Potter, J. Garvin, G. P. Colvocoresses; Midshipmen—J. L. 
Hunsicker, G. C. Hanus, J. Downes, W. A. Marshall, J. M. 
Wight, C. E. Fox, F. A. Sawyer, D. F. Baker, J. H. Winlock, H. 
8. Waring; P. Asst. Surgeon—H. J. Babin ; Asst. Surgvon 
Harvey; First Asst. Engineers—J. B. Upham, J. D. Ford; 
lain—J. K. Lewis; Boatswain—P. J. Miller; Gunner—R. 
Cross; Carpenter—J. A. Dixon; Sailmaker—J. A. Birdsall. 
ond Lieutenant of Marines—F. P, Ela. 

U. 8S. Steamer L-ckawanna, 2d rate Od.~Sagiate-. Shirley, 
commanding ; Lieut t-O d A. G, Kellogg, executive 


—G. P. 
Cha 











officer ; Lieutenants—H. E. Nichols, ; J. C, Rich, R. M. 
Lisle, W:M Paul, W. 1. Field Master “J; Glee achip= 
men—F. W. Nabor, W. P. Elliott, H. P. McIntosh, C. A. Foster; 
Surgeon—W. K. Schofield; Asst. Surgeon—C. E, Black; 
master—J. H. Stevenson; Chief Engineer—H. W. Fitch: First 
Asst. neer—J. G. Brosnahan; Second Asst. te . EL 
wkins; Gunner—J. Hays; 

arpenter—N. H. Jenkins ; Sailmaker—W. Cuddy. Second 
Lieutenant of Marines—W. 8. 

v. ‘roquois, 2d rate (6). 


a tewain—C. 
. S. Steamer I —Commander—H. A. Adama, 
commanding ; Lieutenant-Commander—H. C. Nields, executive 


cer; Lieutenant—H. Baker, navigator; f 
G. B. Harber, C, W. Ruschenberger, J. A. H. Nickels; Midship- 
men—L, C. Heilner, J. H. Utley, O- a Seabury; 
Surgeon—W. K. Van Koypen ; Assistant 8 —A. F. 
gruder; Paymaster—C. cDaniel; First Assistant Eogineers— 
J. P. Sprague, G. W. Hall; Second Assi gineer—G. 8. 


istan 
Gates; Acting Boatswain—F. Butland; Act Gunner—J. J. 
a Captain’s Clerk—J. Rosencranz; Pay rk—C. N. Dit- 
Cc: . 


U. S. Steamer Monocacy 3d rate }-Femantn-O- F. Stanton, 
comman ; Lieutenant H, L. Tremain, execu: officer; Mas- 
ters—T, T. Wood, navigator; J. W. Carlin, J. C. Wilson. En- 
sigo—M. E. Hall; stant Surgeon—T. D. Me 

sistant Paymaster—J. D. Mansfield; First Assis 
W. 8. Smith, W. A. Windsor; Second Assistant 
Rowbotham. 

U. S. Steamer Ashuelot, 3d rate (6).—Commander—F. M. Bunce, 
ordered to command, per steamer, of February 1, from San Fran- 
cisco,Cal.; Lieutenant-Commander—D. R. Cassel, executive officer; 
Lieutenants—R. E. Impey, navigator; F. H. Delano ; 
G. W. Lone; Firet Ausitent Engineer--G.3- Buroap ; Second As 

- W. Long; Firs’ tan ° 
sistant —D. M. Fuller. 4 

U. 8. Steamer Yantic, 3d rate —-Commenaes-B Wilson, com- 
manding ; Lieutenant-Commander—G. W. Pigman, executive offi- 
cer; Lieutenante—B. L. Edes, navigator; W. W. Gillpatrick; 
Masters—L. G. Spaulding, C.G. Bowman, R. A. ; 
men—N.T. James, C. A. Thompson, B. F. Rhinehart, A. Metz, 
O.E. Lasher; P. Asst. Surgeon—J. &. Parker; P. Asst. Pay- 
master—L. A. Yorke; First Asst. Engineer—L. A. Aston; Second 
Asst. Engineer—R. W. Galt; Captain’s Clerk—J. P. Cowardin; 
Pay Clerk—W. W. Smith. 

U. Steamer Saco, 3d rate (3).—Commander—E. Terry, ommente 
Lieutenants—W. 8. M —— exeeutive officer; A. G. Pau 
navigator; Masters—J. Franklin, R.G. Davenport, W. H. Turner; 
Ensign—C. A. Clark; Asst. Su mn—A.M. Moore; Asst. Pay- 
master—J. Breese; First Asst. eer—G. H. White; Second 
Asst. Engineer—C. F. Nagle. 

U. S. Steamer Palos, 4h rate (6).—Lieutenant-Commander—J. 
H. Rowland, commandivg; Lieutenant—J. H. Webb, executive 
officer: ; Mates—H. C. Fuller, T. M. Nelson, P. C. Van Buskirk; 
Acting Asst, Surgeon—J. C. Whitehead; Asst. Paymasters—R. 
ne C. H. Thomson; second Assi. Engineer—F. L. 


U's. Storeship Idaho, 3d rate (7), Yokohama, Japan.—Lieuten- 
ant-Commanders—J- C. Watson, commanding ; T. Nelson, execu- 
tive officer ;—Lieutenant—J. Marthon ; Paymasters—R. W. Al- 
len, ordered out, per steamer, of March 1; W. F. Torbert, ordered 
home to settle accounts on of relief; Gunner—G. Sirian. 


We shall be glad to receive notice of any changes in the different 
stations and on the various vessels, and also to be advised of any 
errors in regard to the location of naval officers. 








NAVY GAZETTE. 


REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 


ORDERED. 


Janvary 22.—Second Assistant Engineer J. G. Liitig, to the 

tug Mayflower, at Portsmouth, N. H. 

ANUARY 23,—Master A. B. Speyers, to the receiving ship Ver- 

mont, at New York. 

JaNUARY 24.—Assistant Surgeon P. P. Beilby, to special duty at 

Washington, D. C. 

Chief Kngineer B. F. Garvin, to the Navy-yard, Boston, Mass. 

Ry, ge M. K. Henderson, to the receiving ship Ohio, at 
oston. ass. 

Carpenter Wm. D. Jenkins, to the receiving ship Vermont, at 

New York. 

Janvaky 25.—Commander Dan. L. Braine, to command the Juni- 

ata on the 5th of February next. 

Chief Engineer Wm. H. King, as storekeeper of the Steam En- 

gineering Department at the Navy-yard, Norfolk, Va., en the Ist 

of February next. 

JanvARY 27.—Lieutenant James D. J. Kelly, to the Frolic. 

Master Karl Rohrer, and Ensign Nathan Sargent, Jr., to the 

Constellation. , s » 

Chief Engineer Henry B. Nones, First Assistant Engineer B F. 

Wood, and Second Assistant H. E. Rhodes, tothe Juniata on the 

5th of February next. 

First Assistant Engiaeer Hiram Parker, to the Navy-yard, Phil- 

adelphia, : 

Janvane 28.—Passed Assistant Paymaster T. S. Thompson, to 

the Juniata on the 5th of February. 


DETACHED. 


JANUARY 33. —fargeon 8. D. Kennedy, from the Richmond, and 
laced on waiting orders. 
j Surgeon B. F. Gibbs, from duty at New Orleans, and ordered to 
the Richmond, at Key West, Fla. 
Paymaster 8. T. Brown, as Naval Storekeeper of the Seuth At- 
lantic Station, on the reporting of bis relief, and ordered to return 
home. : 
Passed Aesistant Paymaster Albert W. Bacon, from duty in the 
Bureau of Provisions and_ Clothing, and ordered as Naval Store- 
keeper at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, per steamer of 30th April next. 
Mate Walter N. Smith, from the receiving shp at Norfolk, and 
ordered to the receiving ship at Philadelphia. 

JanuARY 23.—Commander George Dewey, fom duty at the Tor- 
pedo Station, Newport, ~ apg and to hold himself in readiness to 
command the Narragansett. 

January 25.—Lieutenant George W. De Long, from the Frolic, 
and ordered to the Juniata on the 5th of February next. 
Janvuaky 27.—First Astiotent Beginets John A. Scot, from the 
Navy-yard, Philadelphia, and p on waiting orders. 

January 28.—Surgeon A. A. Hoehling, from the Naval Station, 
League Island, and ordered to the Juniata on the 5th of February. 

Assistant Surgeon B. F. from the Tallupoosa, and or- 
dered to the Juniata on the 5th of February. é 
Assistant vous — Wise, from the Navy-yarda, Norfolk, 
Va., and orde to the Tallapoosa. ‘ 

Lieutenant Samuel Belden, from the Hydrographic Office, and 
ordered to the Nipsic as executive, per steamer of 8th of i‘ebruary 
next. 





RETIRED. 


JanvaRy 22.—Paymaster-General Edward T. Dunn, from Janu- 
ary 22, 1873. 
RESIGNED. 


JANUARY 22,—Midshipman F. H. Gentach, to take <ffect May 22, 
1873. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
January 24.—Leave granted to Chaplain Edward K. Rawson for 
six months with permission to leave the United States. 
PLACED ON RETIRED LIST. 
January 27.—Pay Director A. A. Belknap. 


LIST OF DEATHS 
In the Navy of the United States which have been reported to the 
Surgeon-General of the U. 8S. Navy and chief of the Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery for the week ending January 25, 1873: 


Bulkle ymaster, Jan 17, at Philadelphia. 
7, Hoot Tuompeod, marine, Jeauaty 18, Naval Hospital, Ohelees. 
Thomas A. Shock, chief , January 21, at the Navy-yard, 


: Ezekiel Cartwright, laudsman, January 10, at the hospital, Key 


Wi Fi 
Mate Jobn Swanson, January 23, at the Naval Hospital, Chelsea, 
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M H. BEAUMONT & CO, 
@ Roow 16, No. 137 Broapway, New Yorx Crry, 
Advance money on U. 8 Government ralaries. 

Army and Navy otticers accommodated, whether permanently or 
temporarily in the city. 


MPORTANT TO PARENTS AND GUARDIANS. 
Great Reduction of Terms in the Celebrated 
ACADEMY OF THE VISITATION, 

At Mount de Chantrul, nesr Wheeling, W. Va. 
Board and Tuition in the entire English and French Cou 
Bed and Bedding, Washing and Mending, Lights 
Fuel, Stationery und Doctor's Fees, per annum............ $200 
Piano Lessons, per ANNUM.......-+00sceecceccceesteccsenccees 48 
Even more favorable terms may be made, where two or more 
sisiers simultaneously at'end the school. For further particulars, 
apply for the Prospectus of the Academy. 
REFERENCES, BY SPECIAL AGREEMENT, 
General Sherman, U. 8. Army, and lady, Washington, D. C.; Ad- 
miral David D. Porter, U. 8. N., Washin ton, bD. C.; Ma- 
jor-General G. G. Mende, U. 8. Army, Phila‘ elphia; General Hart- 
man Bache, U. 8. Army, Philadelphia; Brigudier-General I. N. 
Palmer, U. 8. Army, Omaha, Neb.; Brigadier-General L. P. Gra- 
ham, U.S. Army, San Francisco, Cal.; Brigadier-General Wm. 
M.Greh«m. U. 8. Army, Fort Hamilton, N. ¥.; Mrs. Admiral 
Dahigren, Washington, D. C. 
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STERLING SILVER. 


The Gorham Company respectfully submit the following facts 
for the consideration of purchasers of Sterling Silverware and 
Fine Electro-Plate. The essential features claimed for their Silver, 
to meet the requirements of a refined and cultivated taste, are ele- 
gance of desirn, combining form, outline, and ornamentation, 
skilled workmanship, and purity ot metal. The Gorham Company 
have had an experience of over thirty years in its manufacture, 
which, combined wi-h their own personal supervision, justify them 
in the claim thattheir productions are not only of the highest 
grade manufactured in the present advanced state of the art, but 
that their great facilities env ble them to produce Sterling Silver 
which cannot be approached in price. 


ELECTRO-PLATE. 


To meet the requirements of others, who, while they have equal- 
good taste and discernment, prefer to use a substitute for real 
silver, the Company manufscture what is known as “ Gorham 
Plate.” It possesses all the elements of real silverin solitity (the 
base being a hard, ringing metal like silv r), beauty, finish, ele- 
gouee of iorm and out'ine, and extreme durability. It can onl 
distinguished from silver by its special trade-mark stomped, 
upon the base of each piece. 
CAMP-CHESTS, ETC. 


The qualities above indicated, peculiar to the Gorham Electro- 
Plate, render it by fur the best material for Camp-Chests, Post 
Fae Ward-room Mess services, and general use in the Army and 

avy. 

The Gorham Company do not sell at retail, but refer all who 
may wish to obtain either Silver or Electro to the leading jewellers 
in the place where they may reside. 





RTILLERY—A SECOND LIEUTENANT OF IN- 

FANTRY wishes to transfer to Artillery. Will meet any 

reasonable proposition,especially for rank in 1867. Address M. N. 
-,care ARMY AND Navy JoURNAL. 





B. KING & CO., BANKERS AND BROKERS, 

a _ No. 5 WALL Sf., NEW YORK, 
Transact a ee Banking business. First-class Securities 
bought and sold on commission. Attention given to the collection 
of Allotments from officers of the Navy and the investment thereof 
in the best eecurities or interest allowed thereun. Interest on all 


Vixceyt B. Krxa, Hexry W. Mitter, 
Member of N. Y. Stock Exch’ge. | Late Lt.-Commander U. 8. Navy. 





ConGREss has made a clean sweep of the franking 
privilege, both Houses of Congress having passed 
the following bill, which only awaits the President’s 
signature to become a law: 


Be it enacted, ete.—That the franking privilege be, and 
the same is hereby, abolished, from and after the Ist day 
of July, A. D. 1873, and that henceforth all official cor- 
respondence of whatever nature, and other mailable 
matter sent from or uddressed to any officer of the Gov- 
ernment or person now authorized to frank such matter, 
shall be chargeable with the same rates of postage as 
may be lawfully imposed upon like matter sent by or 
addressed to other persons: Provided, That no compen- 
sation or allowance shall now or hereafter be made to 
S-nators, or Members and Delegates of the House of 
Representatives on account of postage. 








Tue Ossipee is in the dry-dock at the Brooklyn Navy- 
yard, having her propeller bearings and outboard valves 
overhauled. Purts of her engines are to be reduced, but 
the intention to reduce the ciameter of her cylinders 
hag been reconsidered. 
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ry prisons, introduced into Congress last year, has 
not made its appearance again this session. Doubt- 
less Congress is too much occupied with looking 
after the sinners in its own ranks to find much time 
for other delinquents. When the bill is passed, if 
ever, we hope it will be followed by the establish- 
ment of some sort of a penal code for our Army, 
which shall supplant the irregular system of punish- 
ment now in vogue in our military service. Mear- 
while Mason W. WINTHROP, Judge-Advocate U. 8. 
Army, has rendered our military authorities an ex- 
cellent service by translating the Military Penal 
Code (Militar Strafgesetzbuch) for the German Em- 
pire. In this Code, which went into effect on the 
lst of October, 1872, the various military offences 
are arranged under 166 articles, divided into two 
parts, the first treating of “ Punishments in Gen- 
eral, and the second of the “Separate Crimes and 
Offences and their Punishment.” The first part is 
further divided into five chapters, treating’ severally 
of punishments for persons of the military state, 
for military officials, for “attempt,” and “ participa- 
tion,” and finally of the grounds which preclude, 
mitigate, or enhance the punishment. The second 
part is divided into four titles and eleven chapters. 
The first title treats of “ military crimes and offences 
of persons of the military state, including treason ; 
eudangering the Army in the field; unauthorized 
absence and desertion; self injury, and simulation of 
bodily defects ; cowardice ; insubordination ; improp- 
er use of military authority ; unlawful acts against 
persons or property, and violations of official obliga- 
tions. The fourth title of this part covers supple- 
mentary provisions for the Navy. 

All acts punishable with death or imprisonment 
for five years are defined to be military crimes, and 
those atoned for by a shorter imprisonment mili- 
tary offences. The rules and distirictions of the 
German Civil Penal Code are applied to the corre- 
sponding military crimes and offences, and the pun- 
ishable acts of military persons not included under 
this head are to be judicially passed upon according 
to the general penal law of the land. The maxi- 
mum imprisonment, short of the life term, is for fif- 
teen years; the minimum one day. Arrest is divid- 
ed into arrest in quarters, employed in the case of 
officers; mild arrest for the non-commissioned offi- 
cers, and rigorous arrest for privates only—this last 
being limited to a maximum of four weeks, and al- 
lowed only in cases especially defined, or where the 
offender has previously suffered imprisonment. 
Bread and water with a hard bed, are allowable 
during a portion of the period of moderate arrest, 
and to this in the case of rigorous arrest, imprison- 
ment in a dark cell is added. 

The superior officer is held solely accountable for 
an illegal order, the inferior being punished for par- 
ticipation, however, when he has exceeded the or- 
der given him, or when he was aware that the or- 
der was illegal. Arrest is reckoned as part of the 


term of imprisonment. Among the offences includ- 
ing in the title “ treason,” and punishable with death 
or @ less punishment, are, destroying or rendering 
unserviceable roads, telegraphs, or telegraphic ap- 
paratus; making false announcements or communica- 
tions in the presence of the enemy, or withholding 


true ones; leaving unexecuted or arbitrarily modi- 
fying a military order; divulging to the Army invi- 
tations or proclamations on the part of the enemy ; 
neglecting the care required for the maintenance 
of the troops. Paragraph 101 of the Code prescribes 
that: 


Whoever without authority gets up a meeting of persons 
of the military state forthe purpose of consultation about 
military matters or regulations, or collects signatures to @ 
joint remonstrance in regard to such subjects, is to be pun- 
ished with deprivation of liberty for aterm not to exceed 
three years; and at the same time there may be adjudged 
& dismissal from the service. The parties concerned in such 
an assembling, remonstrance, or complaint, are to be pun- 
ished with deprivation of liberty for a term not exceeding 
six months. 

Severe penalties are also prescribed for abusing 
inferiors, for exacting presents, or accepting loans 
from them, for preventing or suppressing their com- 
plaints, or subjecting them to unauthorized or un- 
merited punishments. The culpable neglect of the 
proper oversight of inferiors, as well as the neglect 
to prosecute their punishable acts, is also punished, 

We hope to see the day when our Army will be 
provided with some well-arranged system of punish- 
ments for military offences, and this German code 
furnishes an excellent basis for such a system. 








From the Modoc country we learn by telegraph 
via San Francisco that un the morning of the 15th 
inst., Captain Jack attacked Colonel BERNARD'S 
camp at the end of Tule Lake, but was repulsed. 
One Indian was killed and three wounded. All the 
horses of the red men were captured. The troops 
suffered no loss. 

The people at Yanquina Bay, Southern Oregon, are 
greatly alarmed and apprehensive of Indiansraids 
and massacres. Many families have left the place 
and gone to Benton county for safety. It is re- 
ported that seven guns and a considerable quantity 
of ammunition were captured by the Indians in the 
recent fight. Captain JAcK preserves regular mili- 
tary discipline, and drills his men every day with 
the assistance of persons well acquainted with mili- 
tary tactics and ambushing, and who are supposed 
to be renegade whites who have become their 
allies. 

The men wounded in the fight are doing well. 
No further deaths have occurred. General WHEA- 
TON has established his headquarters at Lone Tree, 
and will commence active operations on the arrival 
of the reinforcements. He has detachments sta- 
tioned to prevent the savages from raiding on the 
settlements. The troops sent from San Francisco 
under Brevet Major C. B. TarockmorrTon, Captain 
Fourth Artillery, were reported January 26, only 
six’ miles from Fort Redding where they were 
stopped by the muddy roads, From Portland, Ore- 
gon, a company under Captain MILLER, had ad- 
vanced as far as Grove Creek, and had gotten over 
the worst part of the road. Meanwhile the Voz de 
Cuba a Spanish journal in Havana, seeks to give us a 
Roland for our Oliver in an editorial in which it 
Bays : 

The defeat of the United States troops by the Modoe In- 
dians is certainly a fact that does not honor much the arms 
of the Grand Republic. This war of extermination has been 
sustained more years between civilized Americans and the In- 
dians, than our own war against those who wish to drive us 
from our homes and country. This [Indian war wounds hu- 
manity in its noblest sentiments, and is a real scandal to this 
country of humanitarian sensitiveness. Being so close to the 
frontiers of his Catholic Majesty, he ought, in his next 
speech to the Cortes, indicate to Mr. Grant how much the 
Spanish people is afficted by the proceedings of his Govern- 
ment against the poor Indians, and should tell the whole 
world that this fight is against a race who are the possessors 
of the land wherefrom they are to be exterminated. The 
King might also indicate to Mr. Grant the means he ought 
toemploy to civilize instead of to exterminate the Indians: 
giving Mr. Gra::t’s Government asa guide, the policy pur- 


sued by Spain against the Indians when conquering them in 
America. 








In reply to many inquiries we will say that the 
nomivation of candidates for the Naval Academy is 
made annually, between the 5th of March and the 
Ist of July. Candidates who are nominated in 
time to enable them to reach the Academy between 
the 5th and 15th of June, will receive permission to 
present themselves at that time to the superintend- 
ent of the Navai Academy for examination as to 
their qualifications for admission. Thore who are 
nominated prior to July 1, but not in time to at- 
tend the June examination, will be examined be- 
tween the 20th and 30th of Septembe: following; 
and should any candidate fail to report, or be found | 
physically or mentally disqualified for admission in . 





| June, the member or delegate from whose district * 
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he was nominated will be notified to recommend an- 
other candidate who will be examined between the 
20th and 30th of September following. The num- 
ber of cadet-midshipmen allowed at the Academy is 
one for every member and delegate of the House of 
Representatives, one for the District of Columbia, 
and ten appointed annually at large. The nomina- 
tion of candidates for admission from the District of 
Columbia, and at large, is made by the President. 
The nomination of a candidate from any congres- 
sional district or territory is made on the recom- 
mendation of the member or delegate, from actual 
residents of his district or territory. The course of 
studies of cadet-midshipmen at present, lasts four 
years. 








WE are pleased to see that the series of articles 
in the Galary, by General G. A. CusTER, on ‘ Life 
on the Plains,” has attracted wide and unusual at- 
tention both at home and abroad. One of the most 
prominent publishing houses in England has made 
the author a handsome offer to issue the series, with 
additional articles of like .character, in book form. 
A Prussian gentleman, holding an official position 
in this country, is now engaged in translating the 
articles for publication in one of the leading period- 
icals of Germany. We feel sure that they will 
command perhaps even more interest abroad than 
they have at home, for the life described, including 
particularly the delineations of Indian character, 
is one of which most foreigners know only through 
the novels of CooPEk, whose pictures of the Indian, 
drawn from fancy, this simple and graphic narra- 
tion, which deals only with facts and realities, will 
serve to supersede, The European publication of 
these papers will also bring to the notice of foreign, 
as it has to that of thousands of home readers, the 
gallantry and hardships of our little Army on the 
Plains, whose heroic deeds have not often before 
been fairly described and appreciated. 





WE are gratified to say that in spite of tho talk 
about the intellectual inactivity of the Army, we 
are daily receiving evidences that a very considera- 
ble number of officers, both of the Army and the 
Navy, are not only interested in questions affecting 
their respective services, but are also capable of 
writing upon them with vigor, clearness, intelligent 
conception, and with a capacity for expression which 
shows that they know whereof they speak. A con- 
fused expression in language of one’s thoughts im- 
plies, as every one knows, either an untrained mind, 
or that the thoughts themselves are in hopeless con- 
fusion. This we say as introductory to the apology 
which we must make to several correspondents, the 
publication of whose communications is necessarily 
delayed by reason of restricted space. We do not 
remember a time when we received more or better 
and more suggestive correspondence from the ser- 
vices than that which now crowds our portfolio. 
Such manifestations of active interest in the ques- 
tions which concern the welfare of the Army and 
Navy, and the progress of military and naval science, 
we always gladly welcome, knowing that discus- 
sion and controversy, even if the latter sometimes 
reaches acrimony, are signs of a hopeful intellectual 
activity among officers. 








AN appropriation of one hundred thousand dol- 
lars has been recommended to Congress, for organ- 
izing proper parties and for sending them to select- 
ed stations to observe the transit of Venus which 
takes place December 21, 1874. It will be recollect- 
ed that Congress at its last session appropriated $50, 
000 for the preparation and purchase of suitable in- 
struments for observing the transit, the amount to 
be expended under the direction of a scientific com- 
mission authorized for the purpose. The total cost 
of instruments, and fitting and sending out the nec- 
essary instruments, was estimated at $150,000, and 
this sum it is believed will be amply sufficient for 
all purposes, as it is proposed to obtain the authori- 
ty of Congress to detail one or two vessels of the 
Asiatic or Pacific stations to distribute the parties 
to snch of the points of observation as cannot be 
reached by the regular means of communication, 
The plan adopted, it is understood, by the commis- 
sion, proposes the equipment of eight photographic 
stations, four in the Northern and four in the South- 
ern Hemisphere, the former in China and Japan, 
the latter on the most noutherly accessible islands 





of the South Pacific and Indian Oceans, between 
New Zealand on the east and Kerguelen Land on 
the west. The parties are expected to be fully organ- 
ized and to embark for their respective destinations 
by the Ist of July next. 








A DESPATCH from Berlin dated January 28, an- 
nounces that the German Admiralty has decided to 
build no more large iron-clads at present; but to 
strengthen the coast defences by monitors and tor- 
pedoes. 

We have every reason to believe that this an- 
nouncement is authentic, and is the mere official 
declaration of a policy settled upon some time 
since. Leading officers of both the Army and Navy 
in Germany have for some time devoted themselves 
to a thorough investigation of the question of broad- 
side iron-clads, and have come deliberately to the 
conviction that these lumbering marine monsters 
are practically useless. Having reached this con- 
clusion, as the result of their study of the experi- 
ments made at such an enormous expense by Eng- 
land and France, the Germans are much too practi- 
cal and thrifty a people to waste any money in keep- 
ing up @ mere delusive show of strength. The 
further conclusion reached in favor of torpedoes, and 
recognizing the leading part they are destined to 
play in future naval warfare, does equal credit to 
the practical wisdom and scientific capacity of the 
German government. That government has made 
numerous experiments in submarine attack, of which, 
however, we know little except that Colonel Von 
ScHELIHA has devised a torpedo of which much is 
expected. 





——- 





AT a recent meeting of the Board of Indian Com- 
missioners, Mr. BRUNOT, chairman of the board, 
said that in his travels of over forty thousand miles 
in the Indian country during the past three years, 
on the service connected with the board, he had al- 
ways met the greatest kindness and courtesy from 
Army officers of every grade, and he had never met 
with an officer of rank in the Army who, under- 
standing the views of the board and the policy of 
the President, did not heartily sympathize with it, 
and express a desire to co-operate with it in its high 
aims and object. 








A WASHINGTON correspondent of the Herald comes 
to the relief of our artillery with the suggestion 
that it be added as a sort of appendage to the Sig- 
nal Service, under General MEYER, and employed 
“in times of peace for dislodging the ice, and 
thereby saving millions of dollars’ worth of proper- 
ty, and not a few lives perhaps”’—all of which are 
destroyed by the spring freshets, resulting from the 
ice gorges. In our happy country we have ice some- 
where all the year round, so that there need be no 
lack of occupation for the officers detailed for this 
duty. 








A PARAGRAPH has been going the rounds of the 
papers to the effect that Krupp guns in Russia were 
bursting quite frequently. Our European corre- 
spondent. under date January 3, 1873, writes: ‘‘The 
article in the papers about the bursting of three 
eleven-inch guns will, I suppose, turn out to be un- 
true. I have been trying to get at the bottom of it, 
but hitherte without success. Of one thing I feel 
assured, should the report prove true—that the guns 
were not of Krupr’s make. As soon as I learn 
further particulars you shall be advised.” 








A CORRESPONDENT of the JOURNAL last week ar- 
gued the case of the graduates of the Naval Acade- 
my with reference to promotion, against that of the 
volunteer officers who are now claiming, under a 
law of Congress, advancement in the numbers of 
their grade and promotion over the heads of the 
former. We have since learned that, inasmuch as 
the volunteer officers have employed legal talent to 
press their claims, the graduates of the Naval Acad- 
emy have decided to do likewise. The latter have 
secured the services of the Hon. Witiiam M. 
Evarts, of New York. 


SENATOR CRAGIN, on the 22d inst., reported back 
from the committee, without amendment, the House 
bill to abolish the grades of admiral and vice-ad- 
miral in the Navy, and it was passed without de- 
bate. It provides that vacancies occurring in those 











other manner whatever, and that when the offices 
of those grades shail become vacant, the grade itself 
shall cease to exist. 








AMONG the bills referred to the Military Committee 
of the Senate are the following: A bill to authorize the 
appointment in the Regular Army of a captain of scouts, 
who shall rank as and receive the pay and allowances of 
a captain of cavalry, but shall not be entitled to promo- 
tion, and who shall have charge of all scouts and guides 
io the military service in the department to which he is 
assigned to duty. A bill -giving the superintendent of 
the United States Military Academy power to convene 
general courts-martial for the trial of cadets, and to ex- 
ecute the sentences of such courts, except the sentences 
of suspension and dismission. A bill providing for the 
appointment of a Board of three Ordnance officers to ex- 
amine and report to Congress upon the most suitable 
sites east of the Alleghany Mountains, for the location 
of a large arsenal of constructica and repair, a powder- 
depot, and a proving-ground for heavy ordnance, re- 
spectively; and furnish an estimate of the cost of the 
land and necessury buillings, also to report as to what 
arsenals can best be abolished, and to suggest the best 
method of disposing of them. 

The following bills are before the Military Committee 
of the House. A bill to uuthorize the disbursing officers 
of the Quartermaster’s Department to render consolidated 
accounts, leaving the accounting officers at Washington 
to distribute the items to their several appropriations. 
A bill to put officers on half pay when absent on leave 
(other than sick leave) for more than thirty days in ad-. 
dition to a reasonable allowance of time for going be- 
tween his station and his recognized plaze of residence. 
This bill also provides that an officer’s leave may acoumu- 
late so that if he fails to take hia thirty deys for 
one or more years he can, when he does go, be absent 
without loss of pay thirty days for each year in which 
he has taken no leave; also that the authorized tempor- 
ary absence of a mounted officer shall not deprive him 
of his allowance of forage for the horses he leaves behind 
him at his station. The Army is indebted to Mr. Wal- 
lace for this bill, which ought to be passed without ob- 
jection. 

A bill is also before the Committee to authorize the 
promotion of Major and Assistant Inspector-General 
Absalom Baird to lieutenant-colonel, to date from June 
18, 1867, to which promotion he claims to be entitled un- 
der the act of March 3, 1857. 

Mr. Log an has introduced a bill in the Senate (No. 
1,430), making retirement in the Army, after a certain 
age, obligatory. It was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affair: 

A DESPATCH from Wasbington announces that the 
committee of citizens to make the arrangements for a 
grand procession and other high demonstrations on in- 
aug:*siion day find themselves unable to do much un- 
less the citizens will subscribe liberally to aid in defray- 
ing the expenses. The chief marshal, General J. H. 
Wilson, came on from New York to meet with the com- 
mittee, and perfect the programme. Brevet Major-Gen- 
eral Barry is to command the military, of which there 
will be a fine display, including regulars, cadets, ma- 
rines, and volunteers from different States. The ball 
tickets are to be $20 each, and no free or complimentary 
tickets are to be issued. If the necessary funds can be 
secured, there will be a carnival parade the next day. 
If everything goes according to programme there will be 
“in line” on this occasion the West Point cadete—and 
possible the “middies” from Annapolis—several bat- 
teries of artillery, a large detachment of regulars from 
Fortress Monroe and ‘ort Hamilton, and about four 
companies of marines, and some twelve or fifteen 
volunteer military organizations from other cities, 
inclading the Albany ,Burgess Corps, the Fifth, 
Ninth, and Forty-seventh National Guard of New 
York, the Second New Jersey, and several corrs 
from Philadelphia. Gilmore’s band is to come from Bos- 
ton, and furnish mu-ic both on inauguration day and 
als» at the carnival which is to be given on the 5th. Mr. 
Gilmore has received overtures from the Navy Depart- 
ment relative to the formation of a fine national band to 
take the place of the present Marine band. Gilmore 
says it will take $60,000 the first year. If he comes on 
himself he is to be made director of music for the Army 
and Navy. So says the gossip of the daily press. 

Tx Kansas arrived at San Juan del Norte, December 
20; all well on board. The instruments, stores, and 
provisions for the expedition had been landed, and « 
building had been obtained in which to store articles 
not required for immediate user, A steamer is running 
in the San Juan river, and one on Lake Nicaragua,which 
would facilitate very much the movements of the sur 

















grades shall not te filled by promotion or in any! yoying paxties, who expected to leave December 26. 
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CORRESPONDENCE, 


The Editor of the Anmy anp Navy Journat does not hold him- 
self responsible for individual expressions of opinion in communica- 
tions published under this head. His purpose is to allow the 
largest freedom of discussion consistent with propriety and good 
feeling. 


“THE SCHOOL AND THE ARMY.” 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sm: In accordance with the intimation given by us in 
a former communication we proceed to notice certuin 
statements, and chiefly those relating,to the staff of our 
Army, made in a recent work called “ The School and 
the Army, in Germany and France.” The time and 
— at our command are too limited for anything more 

an 4 brief review. Upon the threshold of tke initial 
chapter we meet with the following, which is a fair sam- 
ple of the author's style of reasoning: “ When I remem- 

rIserved twelve months under a corps commander 
and eighteen months under a division commander, 
neither of whom ever gave me a single direction respect- 
ing the instruction of my command, I am strongly im- 
pressed with the immense loss which our country has 
sustained in consequence of the indolence, ignorance and 
shiftleseness of its officers.” The reader will doubtless 
also be “strongly impressed” by the weight and nature 
of the “conclusion” drawn from the premises, but in- 
stead of agreeing in that conclusion he may rather 
infer that it was not worth while to have given “a sin- 
gle — to an officer who can write a book like 
this 

Quoting from General Trochu the saying that “ the 
army should supply itself in a country whose resources 
are ample, and it is a lack of good sense, and against all 
rules of experience, to provision an army through its 
administration in a country full of rich villages and 
teeming with products,” the author finds “a lesson in 
all this for ourselves.” Where is it? Did our Army 
ever operate in a country “ whose resources” were am- 
ple, or that was “ full of rich villages and teeming with 
products?” Or is it ever likely to operate in such a 
country? But if it shovld, the lesson will be no more 
needed by us than the first reader is needed by the pro- 
fessors at Harvard. It is tooelementary for aught else 
than the “ The School and the Army. 

“Nothing,” says our author, “is more characteristic 
of vulgar ignorance than prejudice against contractors, | 
who are said to enrich themselves at the cost of the pub- 
lic,” and in the same paragraph and connection he de- 
clares, that “if a second rate article will be accepted as 
first rate, no contractor will be so absurd as to furnish 
the better quality.” This is his view. It is absurd not 
to cheat if you can, and prejudice against the swindler is 
“vulgar ignorance!” There is morality for you! Great 
ebunks of it, as Captain Cuttle would say. 

The author thinks that there is “no remedy for de- 
sertion.” But his statement that ‘‘ one sees his author- 
ity quietly set aside, and a third of his force abandon 
the colors every year without the power to prevent, and 
without any apparent notice being taken of it, or any 
adequate remedy provided against it by those in author- 
ity,” is, to say the least of it, a gross exaggeration. A 
third of the Army does not desert every year, and ap- 
parent notice is taken of desertion. This is so plainly 
the case that proof is not neces:ary. But having exag- 
gerated the evil of desertion, how does he propose to 
— it? “To stop it,” he says, ‘‘ we must simply en- 

ixt good men, and require proofs of identity and char- 
acter, asevery good business man does when he employs 
a servant.” To prevent desertion we must enlist men 
who won't desert! Is that a simple remedy, or the 
remedy ofa simple man? And this is put forth as some- 
thing new—as a “plan,” and one that would save “ mil- 
lions of dollars annually’’ and accomplish other fine re- 
sults! A “plan” to prevent sickness in the Army by 
selecting men who won’t get sick would be of as much 
practical value. All that can be done to select men of 
good character is done now. Experience in servant-gal- 
ism shows how little a “ character” is worth, especially 
when we must choose from a floating population to a 
large extent of recent importation. The “plan” may 
possibly apply when we enlist only native-born citizens, 
and when a registry of births is kept by our magistrates 
without whose permission no one shall change his resi- 
dence. But when that time comes America will no 
longer be America—certainly no longer “the land of the 
free and the home of the brave.” 

In saying that men desert “without any apparent 
notice being taken of it,” the author is entirely at fault. 
Hundreds of deserters every year are tried and ate pun- 
ished to the extent of the law. The case is exceptional 
when a deserter is restored to duty without trial. 

Apropos of this “plan,” it isa significant fact that 
the recruiting service, which receives unqualified con- 
demnation in “The School and the Army,” is conducted 
by officers, from superintendent down, who are selected 
from the line, and it furnishes our only example of the 
advantages or disadvantages of having administrative 
duty performed by temporary detail. 

be assertion that the influence of the*staff is so great 
with those who control Army officers that justice cannot 
be obtained by the line, must stand, if it can at all, on 
its own merits. We deny it, and we cite in support of 
our denial the fact that the Army isin effect controlled 
Grant, Belknap, Sherman, and Sheridan ; not one of 
m a staff sympathizer, not one of them on staff duty 
during the war or since, and but one of them—Sherman, 
on staff duty before it; not one of them who is not essen- 
tially of the line and for the line, who, strange to say, 
have lost sight of them altogether in this connection and 
treated them as ciphers. Fortunately for the country 
these officers cannot be “run” by anybody, and the staff 
have no other hold upon them than that which results 
from an inte t, industrious and faithful ance 
of duty. J in their hands is open to the whole 
Army, and the staff are at all times fully amenable 
to it. 
The engineer and ordnance officers are said to be “in 








separated entirely from troops,” 
and to have but a limited “‘s thy ” with the Army. 
We are further told that “the of our administra- 
tive departments from complete official ration from 
the line, become entirely divided from it in heart and 


no sense soldiers, bein 


orduance officers is not generally spent in drilling, or in 
performing anyof the other duties which belong tothe line, 
but they nevertheless may be soldiers, as witness Meade, 
Reno and McPherson, to whose memory, as soldiers, we 
are raising monuments. But what is the significance of 
this oft-repeated charge against the staff of want of sym- 
pathy with the line? A plea forsympatby is at best « piti- 
ful thing. Officers of the Army have duties to perform of 
a more practical nature than that of sympathizing with 
each other. But were it otherwise, and had they nothing 
to do but indulge in sentiment, would the line find 
themselves more in “sympathy with an administrative 
service composed of men promoted from the ranks on ac- 
coun: of their special fitness for a mercantile style of 
work,” as the author tells us they are promoted in Prus- 
sia, or would they be at all in “sympathy” with the 
members of a contract system who never do the “ ab- 
surd” thing of giving you a first-rate article if you will 
accept a second rate one? The point is not how much 
sympathy is mani‘ested, but haw much duly is per- 
formed. 

Referring to our late stupendous war, the author says: 
“ The quality of nearly everything which the centralized 
departments pretended to furnish, excepting food, arms, 
and ammunition, was several grades below the standard, 
and lower than was paid for.” There was plenty of 
clothing, but complaint is made of its quality. On this 
last point there are questions of fact upon which a great 
deal might be said, but it does not seem worth while to 

go into the discussion when it is admitted that good and 

sufficient food, arms, and ammunition were furnished, 

and no specific complaints are made exceptas to the qual- 
ity of the clothing and stationery. 

We are told that “the Prussian Government has open 

accounts only with the colonel of a regiment, who is 
made responsible for the funds by which it is maintained 
and supplied with foud, clothing, arms, and all other re- 
quisite articles, while we open in Washington a book ac- 
count with every man from the colonel to the last re- 
cruit.’”” Now a system to be good must be good in war 
as well asin peace. Butas long as such appointments 
are made in our service as those alleged by the author 

to have been made during the war, it would be a risky 

thing for us to adopt that of the Prussians. According 

to him, “ we actually appoint men at the mere wish of 
influential persons, without any evidence of high quali- 
fications.” “ We had colonels who were not fit for cap- 
tains.” ‘Places were often filled by barbers, billiard- 

saloon keepers, and in a few cases by professional gam- 
blers, while it was notoriously a matter of frequent oc- 
currence to commission men of disreputable habits, who 
had failed all their lives and would not be trusted with 

any civil responsibility.” It would hardly do to turn 

over the funds for the maintenance of regiments to such 

officers as these. 

The hackneyed subject of pay is touched upon in this 
book, notwithstanding that before its publication a law 
was in operation giving every Army officer a fixed salary. 

The author states that under this law “the staff gets its 
commutation as before, in addition to the pay given to 
the line.” He is mistaken. Officers of the line and of 
the staff of the same grade, get exactly the same pay. 

When at their regular stations, all officers are provided 
with quarters belonging to the Government so far as the 

Goverament has them. If it hes not quarters in kind, 

it rents them (at a limited cost), and this it does alike for 

the officers of the staff and the officers of the line, whether 

stationed in the city or stationed in garrison. There is 

no inequality whatever in this regard between the line 

and stuff, and there is no commutation. 

The author alleges “a deliberate intention” on the 

part of the Subsistence Department “not to execute the 

law ” requiring it to furnish to the troops “ the articles 

formerly sold by the sutler.” Men’s intentions are hard 

to deal with. Fair play in discussion deals generally 

with facts—not with motives or intentions. We cannot 

say whether everything required to be furnished has 

been supplisd. Our understanding is that the list of 
articles is fixed by the Inspector-General’s Department. 

It certainly appears to be full enough to satisfy the most 
exacting. 

“In the administration of our Army, the evil to be 
dealt with,” says the author, “Is not ‘corruption’ but 
want of business capacity. Numbers of our staff possess 
a high order of talent, for they are among the best gradu- 
ates of the Military Academy. They are rigidly up- 
right, have superior social quelities and are in every way 
personally most worthy. It is the system, and its effects 
upon them and the Army of whichI speak. The great- 

est feult in the system is that these men, by being so 
widely separated from the Army, lose the true character 
and spirit of soldiers and gain no experience in business.” 
After having filed a bill of particulars against the staff— 
some of which we have just noticed—here is his sum- 
ming up: The officers are everything that could be de- 
sired; it is the system that is in fault, and he tells us 
just what that fault is, to wit: that by separating the 
officers of the staff so widely from the Army they “lose 
the true character and spirit of soldiers and gain no ex- 
perience in business.” Among the consequences charged 
to this faulty staff system are “ waste, from want of care 
of property, needless transportation of troops on public 
conveyances, the unlimited purchase and use of stores 
not strictly necessary, and entire failure to hold officers 
to a cash responsibility tor their carelessness or stupidi- 
ty.” In support of these charges, he asserts that “at 
present the storehouse of an Army quartermaster will be 
found to contain almost every known article of merchan- 
dise.” ‘The general supplies are issued on a requisition 
which requires only the approval of the commanding 
officer.” ‘ There is no definite check orlimit to the puz- 
chasing power, and no necessity for care, as!new articles 
are readily procured to replace the old ones.” Then, as a 


sympathy.” It is true that the time of the engineer and + 


that, in 1871 a trave carriage sent by the Quarter- 
master-General to Texas for the General-in-Chief of the 
Army, was so large as to be of no use whateven, to the 
General, and was subsequently sold fora fourth of its 
cost. Here we have the faults of our staff system, the 
cause of ‘them, and their general consequences accom- 
panied by one case as an example. Let us now take the 
back track over this catalogue. 

As the author winds up his chapter of criticism upon 
our staff system with the case of the travelling carriage 
given above, it is fair to assume that it is the strongest 
one he had to offer. (It- will rather astonish an old 
“spring wagon” to find itself passing into history (?) as 
a “travelling carriage!”) “The School and the Army ” 
contains only one side of this story, to which there is 
doubtless another. We think, however, that our readers 
will agree with us in opinivn that it would not pay to 
seek the other side. The occurren<e, as proof or illustra- 
tion of the faults of a system is without material weight, 
but as evidence that General Sherman likes to travel faster 
than any common vehicles can he_ hauled, it is in point. 

The fact that “at present the storehouse of an Army 
quartermaster will be found to contain almost every 
known article of merchandise,” if it proves anything, 
proves effiviency on the part of the staff. The storehouse 
contains nothing but what has been authorized by the 
Secretary of War in pursuance of law, and after careful 
scruitiny by himself or the commanding generals of *di- 
visions or departments, or by all these officers one after 
another. If it isa fault that “the general supplies are 
issued on a requisition which requires only the approval 
of the communding officer,” it is not the fault of the 
staff. But as the articles are sent by competent author- 
ity to the storehouse, for issue to the troops, how else 
should they be issued except on the requisition of the 
commanding officer? Does the critic mean that issues 
to the soldiers at a military post should, after receiving 
the approval of the commanding officer, await the further 
approval of higher and remote authority? If such were 
the case, the troops at Fort Buford, for example, would 
freeze before they got their fuel.and we should soun 
have another book from that quarter on the other side of 
the question. It is a novel thing to find a whole chapter 
of complaints by a colonel of infantry against the undue 
authority and importance of the staff, and the subordi- 
nation of the line, closing with a complaint that com- 
manding officers have too much power in ordering the 
issue of supplies to their own men. The statement that 
“there is no definite check or limit to the purchasing 
power, and no necessity for care as new articles are read- 
ily procured to replace old ones,” is at variance with the 
observation of both officers and men. The checks and 
limits to the purchasing power are so definite and rigid 
as to be a fruitful source of complaint, though they are 
unquestionably in the interest of economy. Let the 
troops say if new articles of public property are so read- 
ily procured to replace old ones that there is no necessity 
on their part for care! The assertion—put forward to 
— up other and like assertions—must pass as worth- 
ess. 

But we are told in more general terms of “ waste from 
want of care of property, needless transportation on pub- 
lic conveyances, the unlimited purchase and use of stores 
not strictly necessary, and entire failure to hold officers 
to a cash responsibility for their carelessness or stupid- 
ity.” This, under cover of an assult upon the staff, is in 
reality an attack upon the administration. It sounds as 
though it had slipped by mistake into the wrong book 
and was certainly better reading before the late election 
than itisnow. The charge of ‘waste of property from 
want of care” is so general that it can only be met by 
general denial. The movements of troops and the kind 
of transportation to be furnished them are matters which 
are fixed by the general officers, whose orders the staff 
merely execute. The charge as to “the unlimited pur- 
chase of stores not strictly necessary” has already been 
disposed of. ‘‘ An entire failure to hold officers to acash 
responsibility for their carelessness or stupidity” is al- 
leged. We donot know that any cash price has been 
fixed upon as the penalty to be paid by an officer for his 
‘*stupidity.” It would probably require a “‘reorganiza- 
tion” of the existing moral system before the American 
people would consent to frame a tariff under which a 
faithful and honest public officer should be required to 
pay cash for his errors of judgment, or “ stupidity,” the 

penalty for which is usually exacted in some other form. 

As a matter of fact, it is not true that there is an entire 

failure to hold officers to a cash responsibility for their 
“carelessness.” ‘The general and special orders of the 
War Department, and decisions communicated by letter 
from the Adjutant-General’s office, which directly nega- 
tive the assertion, are of public record and common no- 
toriety in the Army. 

This brings us back through the hull and skin to the 
kernel of the nut, viz: that the staff officers are “so 
widely separated from the Army” that they “lose the 
true character and spirit of soldiers, without gaining 
any experience in business.” The author must have 
“reorganized” his logic to have convinced himself that 
men of a “ high-order of talent”’ could have been devot- 
ing themselves for years to buying “ almost every known 
article of merchandise,” and filling storehouses with and 
issuing the same without gaining any “experience in 
business!” Are his readers to infer that Allen, Rucker, 
Ingalls, Easton, Van Vliet, for example, have not gained 
any such experience? Let them test those officers and 
they will soon see. That the officers of the staff “lose 
the true character and spirit of s»ldiers” is a grave 
charge, and one difficult to refute by argument. But 
then it is as difficult to prove as it is to disprove, and the 
reader should weigh it accordingly. That one staff sys- 
tem has not this deplorable effect upon its officers, we 
think was shown conclusively in the late war by such 
members of it, for instance, as Generals Meade, Sherman, 
Hancock, McDowell, Mansfield, McClellan, Humphreys, 
Tower, Wright, Newton, Foster, Warren, Gillmore, 
Parke, Pope, Howard, Canby, Buell, Hartsuff, Reno, 
Baird, Franklin, Strong, Rosen-ranz, Burns, Ruger, 
McKenzie, Sil, Hooker, Wilson, McPherson, all of whom 








case in proof of the failure of our staff system, he tells us 
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life, into which they had gone directly from the staff— 
for commands requiring the highest order of military 
skill, character, und spirit. But we deny that there is 
really any such “separation” of the staff from the rest 
of the Army, as the author would have us believe. They 


are part of a whole, each part of which devotes itself to |. 


its specialty with more or less of that esprit de corps so 
necessary to proficiency. The chiefs of bureaus, though 
stationed permanently in Washington, are not more 
“separated from the Army” than the General-in-Crief 
is. As to the subordinate officars of the staff corps, they 
are, with the exception of most of the engineer and ord- 
nance officers and occasional details in Washington, con- 
tinually with the Army. The rosters of posts and de- 
partments are authority in this matter, and it is only 
necessary to examine them to get the facts. The com- 
manding officers of districts, departments and divisions 
could be quite as justly charged with being “ separated” 
from the Army as their staff officers are. 

The author closes his chapter, as he began it, with a 
conclusion foreign to his premises. Having told us that 
“the line of the Army is rusting away for want of oc- 
cupation ;’ that our Army is in a state of indolence 
which is its “ bane,” and that this “is due mainly to the 
want of defined duty,” he returns to the staff—‘ the 
mere adjunct of the Army,” and says that unless their 
“errors” are reformed, and the country is satisfied 
that our Army is earnest, capable, and above all econo- 
mical, “it will turn out that the staff has been digging 
the grave in which the whole service must soon be 
buried.” If the line, which according to our author is 
the Army, is rusting away in indolence, with no defined 
dut‘es, is it not far more likely to be the grave digger 
for this funeral than its “mere adjunct”—the staff ? 
But in pointing out the absurdity of the author’s conclu- 
sion, we by no means indorsc his premises. On the con- 
trary we protest against the assertion that our Army is 
“rusting away,” or that it is “ indolent.” 

The length of this communication forbids notice of 
other pcints in the book quite as vulnerable as those to 
which we have called attention. Enough, however, has 
been shown, we think, to saiisfy the thoughtful reader 
that—putting “the School and the Army” in evidence— 
no serious defects in our staff system are proven, and 
that such defects as exist are not fairly attributable to 
our military organization, but are faults of administra- 
tion which would be about as likely to arise under any 
other “system” that we might adopt. 

There is a wide difference between reformation and 
and fault-finding. With the exception of his so-called 
“plan” for stopping desertions, the author proposes no 
remedy for the evils which he asserts. But this was to 
have been expected. The mind which finds pleasant oc- 
cupation in re-hashing and dishing-up minor faults is 
not the one to cater to the natural craving of the service 
for wholesome reforms and progress. TEXAS. 








THE CLOSING DAYS ABOUT RICHMOND. 
BY AN OFFICER OF THE CORPS. 


THE CAVALRY CORPS IN THE DEATH THROE OF THE 
REBELLION. 


Il. 


| Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year 1873, by W. C, 
& F. P. Church, in the office.of the Librarian of Congress, Wash- 
ington, D. C.] 

THE original scheme of operations for the cavalry un- 
der Sheridan, when it first marched from camp on the 
29th of March, contemplated a raid on the Southside and 
other railroads converging at Burkesville, with a march 
thereafter toward Sherman in North Carolina, or in case 
this might not be deemed advisable such subsequent 
movements as Sheridan’s best discretion might indicate. 
The temporary repulse of the battle of Dinwiddie com- 
pletely frustrated any part of these plans, and there is 
the highest authority for believing that when the news 
was first learned by General Grant the original orders 
were so far countermanded as to determine upon a re- 
turn of the troops for the present to their old camps 
about Petersburg. The subsequent reports of Sheridan 
and others, however, quickly changed this scheme, and 
with perfect confidence in the latter’s ability to hold 
his own and to take care of himself, the orders for a re- 
treat were almost instantly countermanded. So that, in 
reality they only reached a few of the most prominent 
generals. Thus was the campaign quickly changed 
from what would have been a temporary failure to a suc- 
cess as complete as any in the history of war. Heedless 
of a first repulse, obstinacy and perseverance transferm- 
ed it into a victory. Another instance too, of the re- 
markable adaptability of the lieutenant-general to every 
emergeucy of the hour. 

The night was not spent in idleness. An army may 
have rest yet not suffer for vigilance. Sheridan was 
aroused early in the night by the reception of an answer 
to his despatch to General Grant already quoted, and as 
he read saw an exhibition of the same dauntless, perse- 
vering and successful spirit, which cn that memorable 
occasion at Fort Donelson informed the rebel general 
“‘T propose to move immediately upon your works.” 

DABNEY MILLs, March 31, 1865, 10:05 P. m. 
Major-General Sheridan. 

‘The Fifth corps has been ordered to your support. 
Two divisions will go by J. Boi-seau’s, and one down 
the Boydton road. In addition tu this I have sent Mc- 
Kenzie’s cavalry, which will reach you by the Vaughan 
Toad. 

All these forces, except the cavalry, should reach you 
by 12 to-night. : 

You will assume command of the whole force sent to 
operate with you, and use it to the best cf your ability 
to destroy the force which your command has fought so 
gallantly to-day. U. 8. Grant, 

Lieutenant-General, 

By a glance at the map it wili be seen that the house 
of J. Boisseau, here mentioned, was near the main Five 
Forks road, and a force of infantry there would very 
likely prove of serious inconvenience to any rebels who 
might be on the same road further south. In pursuance 
of General Grant's instructions the probable arrival of 
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night promised the satisfactory results so succinctly 
pointed ont in the following letter of instructions to 

CAVALRY HEADQ'Rs, DINWIDDIE CourRT House, 

April 1, 1865, 3 a. Mm. 

Tam holding in front of Dinwiddie Court House on 
the road leading to Five Forks, tor three-quarters of a 
in his immediate front, lying so as to cover the road 
just this side of A, Adam’s bouse, which leads out across 
vision at J. Boisseau’s; if so, you are in rear of the ene- 
my’s line, and almost on his flanks. I will hold on here. 
tack instantly and in full force. Attack at daylight 
anyhow and [ will make an effort to get the road this 
whole of them. Any force moving down the road I am 
hoiding, or on the White Oak road, will be in the ene- 
escape you by a flank attack. Do not fear my leaving 
here. Ifthe enemy remains I shall fight at daylight. 


two divisions of the Fifth corps at this point during the 
General Warren. 

To Major-General Warren, Commanding Fifth Army Corps. 

mile, with General Custer’s division. The enemy are 
Chamberlain’s bed or ran. I understand you have a di- 
Possibly they may attack Custer at daylight; if so, at- 
side of Adam’s house, and if Ido you can capture the 
my’s rear, and in all probability get any force that may 

P. H. SHERIDAN, Major-General. 


It now bid fair that the dawn of day in the execution 
of these orders would bring an attack on the enemy per- 
fectly overwhelming. 

The battle of Dinwiddie concluded the last military 
advantage ever enjoyed by the soi-disant ‘‘ Confederacy.” 
The closing scenes of its short-lived existence never pre- 
sented another. 

Sheridan moved at daylight the next morning (April 
1). His men and horses had enjoyed refreshment, a few 
hours’ rest, and supplies of ammunition had been receiv- 
ed. Those troublesome wagons were at last accessible, 
and the wounded during the night had been taken some 
miles distant to the hospitals in the rear of the main 
Army. 

As the cavalry this morning moved again for the third 
time toward Five Forks, Devins lead the right wing, 
skirmishing as he advanced over a part of the field of 
his conflict of the day previous, while Custer directed 
the left wing; the whole under Merritt. Crook, with 
Gregg’s brigade, followed that portion of the enemy who 
retreated toward the west across Chamberlain’s run. 

The rebels in front of Sheridan had during the night 
become alarmed at their exposure to the operations of 
the Fifth corps on their flank and rear, and early dawn 
found them offering but a slight skirmishing resistance 
before the advance of the cavalry, and falling back slow- 
ly and steadily to their old position at the Five Forks. 
Those who crossed the run toward the west, consisting 
principally of cavalry, halted when across the creek, and 
making a show of resistance they kep* up a lively skir- 
mish fire and continued work on their defences to pre- 
vent our further pursuit. Crovk’s division was there- 
fore left behind by Sheridan to look after this force, pro 
tect his left and rear, watch the trains, and with general 
directions to take advantage of any opportunities that 
might occur. 

A peculiarity of this campaign was this discretion to 
division commanders given by General Grant in his pre- 
paratory orders before the troops left camp, and in which 
generals were especially instructed to press at once any 
advantage, however slight, that might be gained during 
the campaign. Should the enemy at any time give way, 
commanders were to seize the moment to strike a deci- 
sive blow. The previous history of the Army of Po- 
tomic would seem to indicate that this cardinal military 
principle heretofore had not received the attention it de- 
served in the general instructions of its officers, and the 
excellent results of this authoritative exposition of the 
Lieutenant-General may be traced in the daily history 
of his last campaign. 

The Fifth corps did not arrive on the main Five Forks 
road, as anticipated, in time to prevent the enemy from 
using it as his line of retreat toward the Southside rail- 
road. Had they done so by daylight, there is little doubt 
that there would have been no battle at Five Forks that 
day, but that there would have been fought midway 
between that point and;Dinwiddie Court-house a short 
and decisive contest which would have brought more 
glorious results much earlier in the day. Why the Fifth 
corps did net answer Sheridan’s expectations in this re- 
spect has never yet been explained, and probably was 
one of the mutives for inducing that officer later in the 
day to relieve from command its young and gallant gen- 
eral. As subsequent operations turned out this delin- 
quency was quite immaterial, but it is nevertheless an- 
imadverted upon in these words in the official report of 
Sheridan. ‘‘ Had General Warren moved according to 
the expectations of the Lieutenant-General there would 
appear to have been but little chance for the escape of 
the enemy’s infantry in front of Dinwiddie Court House.” 
Since his removal General Warren has published a card 
concerning it, but he is silent as to the operations now 
in question. 

The Fifth corps then was concentrated in the vicini- 
ty of J. Boisseau’s hous», and there awaited further de- 
velopments. About this time General McKenzie in com- 
mand of what was called the cavalry division of the Army 
of the James, reported to General Sheridan with about 
1,000 effective men organized as a brigade. The imme- 
diate command of Devins’s and Custer’s divisions rested 
with General Merritt, under whose directions they now 
closely pressed the enemy. Twice their rear-guard at- 
tempted to make a stand behind some temporary de- 
fences, but after a short struggle were each time com- 
compelled to retire, until finally they reached the old po- 
sition at Five Forks. 

That portion of the enemy who had crossed Chamber- 
lain’s bed, also retired north to the same locality, closely 
followed, however, by General Gregg’s brigade of Crook’s 
division. This brigade was afterwards of considerable 
service reconnoitring and watching our flanks, tut did 
not become seriously engaged during the day. 

It was now evident that the rebels had concentrated 


mean undertaking. Yet to our advantage they were 
beyond the reach of support from the remainder of Gen- 
eral Lee’s Army, which —even were it uot so—was now 
too much engaged with the long lines in its own immedi- 
ate front to render any available assistance. ' 

Their exact numbers it would be very difficult to 
state; probably 12,000 effective men would be a liberal 
estimate. The "force comprised Pickett’s division, two 
brigades of Bushrod Juhnson’s, besides cavalry under 
W. H. F. and Fitzhugh Lee. 

Against this Sheridan had the Fifth corps with about ~ 
15,000, and the cavalry (without Crook’s division) of 
nearly 5,000 effective men. 

If Five Forks were any place there might follow here 
a description of it. You would not unreasonably sus- 
pect a country cross roads of an unpzetending black- 
smith shop, a convenient “store,” a gloomy church, or 
at least a deserted shanty. But this charming illustra- 
tion of Virginia enterprise boasts of nothing. It is em- 
phatically a “ Five Forks” and nothing else. The roads 
forking here lead, one to Dinwiddie Court-house toward 
the south; another to Petersburg on the east, called the 
White Oak road; another to Ford’s station, on the South- 
side railroad ; a fourth to a point on the railroad a little 
west of the station, -nd 4 fifth through the county in a 
southwesterly direction. The principal of these roads 
are the White Oak and Ford’s station roads, and it was 
along the one and across the other that the rebels had 
erected their breastworks, These though still incom- 
plete were rather hurriedly constructed of pine logs 
partially covered with earth. Tie rebel live of battle 
extended from one to two miles slong the White Oak 
road, with the flanks thrown a little to the rear in an en- 
deavor to cover the Ford’s station road, the lattcr in case 
of defeat being their only safe liue of retreat. 

Merritt had shown his cavalry at all points of this 
line, but with this alone it was quite impossible for him 
to make any serious impression. The country here is 
very thickly wooded, a lurge portion of the actual battle- 
field being covered with a thick growth of pine. To- 
ward **e east of the lites the forest became more open, 
with heie and there a partially cultivated tield; while 
to the west was a house aud rather a pretty farm, known 
as the Widow Gilliam’s, situated near the road, and af- 
fording quite an open and available piece of country. 

Sheridan’s plan was soon determined. It is related of 
him that in speaking of this battle he has siuce remarked 
that before it begun he hud made up bis mind to win it 
of die in the attempt. He had not asked for a corps to 
be sent him; he might have suggested « division of in- 
fantry. General Grant, however, said “I will send him 
a corps” and with the forces now at his disposition, he 
proceeded, in the words of the Lieutenant-Genezal* in 
giving him his instructions to “destroy the force 
which your command has fought so gallantly to-day.” 

Custer’s division was to make serious demonstrations 
to the west, on the right of the rebels as if to turn their 
flank, while dismounted cavalry and a portion of the 
Fifth corps occupied their attention in front. The main 
body of this corps, however, was meanwhile ordered up 
from its position near the Boisseau house and formed on 
our right-under cover of the forest (near Gravelly Run 
church) facing the White Oak road, with Ayres’s division 
on the left in double lines, Crawford’s on the right. Grif- 
fin’s division was held in reserve. By the time these dis- 
positions were completed, which was not without severe 
skirmishing, the afternoon was well advanced. There 
was not much time to lose; the fight, if here at all, must 
be to-day. Night would doubtless change the relations 
of the contestants, and in all probability deprive our 
forces of the present opportunities for success. Should 
the enemy attack us too, our advantage would be lost. 
We had uo position for a defence. Sheridan was there- 
fore naturally uneasy at the slightest delay. About this 
time, to prevent any attempt of the enemy to send rein- 
forcements along the White Oak road, General McKenzie 
was directed to gain this road at ouce if possible; march 
down it and engage anything he might meet. The Fifth 
corps was now advanced as formed rege from 
Gravelly Run church to the White Oak, which it 
reached after tedious mancnvring in the heavy forest, 
and now found itself just beyond the extreme left flank 
of the enemy’s works. The plan of the battle directed 
that while the cavalry were engaging the attention of the 
rebels in front and on their right flank where the open- 
ing of the Gilliam farm afforded such excellent oppor- 
tunities for demonstrations, the infantry should en- 
velop their extreme left flank and sweep down the rebel 
lines with a simultaneous charge of all the cavalry 
to be made when the roar of musketry should in- 
dicate a heavy engagement of our infantry. The 
enemy were to be at once captured or destroyed. But 
the afternoon was wellnigh spent and the enemy yet 
comparatively undisturbed. Sheridan rode over to 
hasten the movements of the Fifth corps, und directed 
it upon the rebel breastworks, the movement conforming 
to what may be termed a “left half-wheel” with Ayres’s 
division as the pivot. But this faithful soldier had met 
the enemy directly in his front and was becoming dese 
perately engaged. The sharp cracks of the carbines 
mingled with the raiile of musketry, while pressing 
squadrons with drawn sabre rougutan opportunity io 
ride over the foe. But the battle ruged tiercest on the 
right. The roar of musketry as it increased in volame 
in this direction Jed some to sup»ose that Lee’s reinforces. 
ments must have arrived from Petersbury. But now it 
was the Union muskets that added vigor to the battle. 
The enemy withdrew troops from other parts of the field 
to meot Ayres’s attack. The troops of this corps had been 
unsuccessful in the previous coutests of this campaign, 
and evidenced a lack of confidence. Some were rallied 
by Sheridan in person, and Ayres continued gallantly to 
hold bis own, while Crawtord, not yet meeting any 
enemy pressed on, crossed the road and moving down 
through comparatively open woods soon found himsclf 
in the rebel rear, struck their ambulances, capturo! some 
artillery and threatened annihilation. The en my still 
held out with vigor in front. It was here, as he led his 
earnest zouave brigade agaiust the works which Ayres 











quite a formidable force, and to dislodge them was no 





* March 31, P. m-, General Grant to Sheridan. 
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must carry’ fell the noble and chivalric Winthrop in the 
bloom of his career, and while victory only awaited its 
bloody price to rest m»jestically on his banners. 


(To be continued.) 





“THE NATIONAL GUARD. 


Forty-seventa Inranrry.—This regiment, Colonel Aus- 
ten, is ordered to assemble at the armory, in dress uniform, 
February 5, for inspection and review by General W. H. 
Morris, Inspector-General of the State of New York. As- 
sembly at 8 o'clock p.m. Commandants of companies wi!l 
have all company books and papers in their respective com- 
pany rooms for examination. Avy orders heretofore issued 
which may conflict with the provisions of this order arc 
countermanded. 





Tue State Minitary Association.—The New York State 
Military Association held its twentieth annual meeting on 
Tuesday and Wednesday of last week at Albany, and, as far 
as the interests of the National Guard are concerned, ac- 
complished little or nothing in its two duys’ session. In the 
absence of its president, Brigadier-General Thos. S. Dukin, 
Fifth brigade, Second division, who is just recovering from 
an illness at one time considered fatal, Brigadier-General 
Woodhall, Ninth brigade, prerided, some dozen members of 
the association being present at the first assembly. But )it- 
tle routine business was performed, when the meeting opened, 
the association’s secretary, General Dunn, not having ar- 
rived. The meeting, therefore, after the preliminaries of 
organization, adjourned until eveniog, when the formal 
reports were read and the usual business of the association 
gone through with. This business included the appointing 
of committees, payment of dues, and last but not least to 
this association, in the introduction of resolutions, many of 
which were of the utmost insignificance as bearing on the 
interests of the State service. The committee on nomina- 
tione, after the severe labor of the evening previous, presented 
on Wednesday morning a ticket of the officers to be elected 
for the ensuing year, which was referred back, owing to the 
declination of Colonel Dickerman to serve as one of the vice- 
presidents. Another report, however, was made by Briga- 
dier-Geoeral Varian, Third brigade, First division, its chair- 
man, and finally the officers, as annoucced in the last num- 
ber of the JournaL, were elected, the presiding officer casting 
the vote for the whole ticket. A communication was read 
from the officers of the Thirteenth regiment, suggesting 
amendments to the Military Code, among which were the 
following: 1. That the rank of adjutant be made captain 
instead of first lieutenant. 2. Suggesting the organization 
of a corps of sappers and miners of not less than twenty 
men, with proper officers, to be attached to each regiment, 
and the re-establishment of the office of engineer of the regi- 
ment. 3. The courts-martial should consist of three officers ; 
and providing that such officers shall not be below the rank 
of captain. 4. That the term of service be reduced from 
seven to five years. 5. Providing that members of each regi- 
ment be exempted from the $1,000 taxation perpetually. 6. 
Reducing the minimum strength of each company to thirty 
men. 7. Providing that members of the National Guard 
who have served their term of service and faithfully dis- 
charged their duties shall be allowed the privilege of -e- 
enlisting for three years, and be subject to the same and en 
titled to all the benefits enjoyed by those who have enlisted 
for a longer term. The communication was referred, and 
of course, like other matters heretofore brought before the 
association, will not be heard from again until the next 
meeting, when no one of the committee probably 
will have a report to make. The second and third 
amendments are good; the fourth of no real benefit, 
the change being so slight; the fifth is good; the sixth is 
evidently in the interest of weak companies, and for the pur- 
pose of saving some of ®them from consolidation ; and the 
seventh is already in existence in the Thirteenth regiment, 
and has been for some years by mutual contract. 

It will perhaps be remembered that at tie last meeting of 
the association in 1872, about the only important business 
before the association was the proper introduction of sys- 
tematic rifle practice in the National Guard, and that two 
members of the National Rifle Associatiun, present by invi- 
tation, drew up for the committee appointed, plans, etc., for 
a co-operation in this matter throughout the National Guard 
of the State. At this last meeting the subject was renewed 
by General Aspinwall, who asked for the opinion and expe- 
rience of the officers present in regard to rifle practice dur- 
ing the past year. The association for at least five minutes 
resembled a Quaker meeting, officers staring at each other, 
expecting that some officer had his “experience to relate 
and tell what Wingate had done for Lim,” till at last Gene- 
ral Aspinwall arose and threw some hot shot into the as- 
semblage about the negligence of officers who represented 
the National Guard, and koew less than a private in the 
ranks. After passing complimentary resolutions and votes 

of thanks to every perron that could be thought of who 
happened to look sideways at this grave body, Brigadier- 
General D. M. Woodhall retired from the chair, and Bri- 
gadier-General N. Gano Dunn, of the Governor's staff, and 
first vice-president, presided until the meeting adjourned, 
which it did soon afterward, its members being escorted to 
the Assembly Chamber to listen to the annual address de- 
ivered by Colonel John Fowler, Jr., chief of General Sha- 


ler’s staff, commanding First division. + The escort was offered 
and handsomely carried out by the Albany Zouave Cadets, 
Company A, Tenth Infantry, who, despite the condition of 
the streets, really made a very handsome exhibition. In 
this connection we append a communication which we have 
received from the commandant of this company in relation 
to these escort honors : 
Aupany, N. Y., January 27, 1873. 

To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir: Several members of my command have called my 
attention to the report that the credit of the escort tendered 
the New York State Military Association was claimed by 
Brigadier-General Woodhall and the members of his staff, 
the former as baving ordered the parade, and the latter as 
having subscribed to pay the expenses of same. As such a 
report, coming with the apparent show of so much authority, 
may create an unfavorable impression in relation te this 
coumand, I desire to say through the columns of your pa- 
per, as the most probable way it would meet the eyes of the 
members of the asscciation, that the escort was a vuluntary 
aci of the company, upon consultation with Adjatant-Gen- 
eral Rathbone, and with his approval. The offcers above 
referred to, as well as the general public, received their in- 
formation in regard to the escort througa the medium of the 
public press. It may be as well to state that the expenses 
of the escort were borne by the company, as is the usual cus- 
tom, and no contributions were asked or received. I am, 
very respectfully, yours, 

Joun H. Reynotps, Jr., Captain A. Z. C. 

The address of Colonel Fowler in the Assembly Chamber 
was listened to by Governor Dix and his staff, besides a 
large number of citizens. Colonel Foxler gave some vaiu- 
able information regarding the duties of National Guards- 
men, and the purpose served by a wmilitia organization; 
and his address generally was timely and useful. The ré- 
ception which followed at Adjutant-General Rathbone’s 
residence formed a delightful ending of the association’s ex- 
periences at Albany. The members were generously, 
gracefully, and hospitably entertained. The supper 
table was very handsomely ornamented with a figure of 
Governor Dix, which graced the centre of the table, and 
various other tasteful decorations. We regret, however, that 
we can in no way commend the last effurts of this associa- 
tion, which again demonstrated its uselessness as a practica! 
aid to the National Guard. This last meeting seemed like a 
final gasp, and we doubt if it will ever obtain sufficient 
strength to meet again. The association has seen better 
days, but during ita twenty years of existence it has not 
been directly instrumental in performing one good service 
for the National Guard of this State, 


Nunta Inrantry.—A court-martial for this regiment will 
convene at the regimental armory February 19, at 8 o’clock 
P. M., for the trial of delinquent non-commissidned officers 
and privates of the regiment. Major Dow S. Kittle is de- 
tailed as president of the court-martial. 

Hereafter ‘‘ certificates of membership’ of men enlisting 
in this regiment will be made out at regimental headquarters 
and sent to company commanders for their signature and 
delivery to the soldier. Enlistment papers will therefore be 
forwarded as soon as made, care being taken that they are 
properly filled in and that the place of residence is stated. 
It is the duty of a company commander to forward the re- 
ports required to be rendered by him within a prescribed 
time; failure on his part to attend to this duty not only 
delays regimental reports, but also those of the brigade and 
division. It is therefore seen that want of promptness in 
the rendition of reports by company commanders can only be 
considered as “‘ neglect of duty,” and hereafter it will be so 
treated by the colonel. Reports of men expelled or dropped 
will be forwarded to regimental headquarters immediately 
after such action has been taken. At the request of the 
Board of Officers, paragraph 3, G. 0. No. 12, series of 1872, 
from regimental headquarters, relative to the company 
meetings is countermanded. The companies will hereafter 
meet on the nights specified in company by-laws. The re- 
duction of Corporals F. Dargin, W. E. Neville, and M. A. 
Apgar, of Company E, to date from December 6, 1872, is 
approved; also the expulsion of the following named men 
for ‘* neglect of duty’’ and ‘‘ violation of company by-laws’’ : 
John M. Searles, Company D; Clement L. Daniels, Michael 
J. McGonigal, Charles A. Kunze, Company H. 


Tue First Drviston’s ComMANDER. —Since Major-General 
Alexander Shaler assumed command of the First division of 
New York State National Guard we have had occasion to 
frequently refer to the extraordinary soldierly and executive 
abilities displayed in the mansgement of the affairs of the 
division, and to his exertions at all times to imprcve the 
relative condition of his fine command. A similar marked 
ability has characterized his services as one of the Commis- 
sioners of the New York Fire Department, he having, 
through organization and the introduction of thorough dis- 
cipline, made the department one of the most effective bodies 
of its kind in the country, as past events have conclusively 
shown. In a recent article on the Fire Department of New 
York city, and its praiseworthy work during the past few 
weeks, our old correspondent, ‘‘ Anchor,’’ thus pleasingly 
refers to General Shaler : 


Such organization Major-General Shaler gave to the 
Seventh regiment when he was its major, and while it stood 
front to front with mob violence; infused into his command 
when it was combat:ng the Slaveholders’ Rebellion which 

d the try; imp.rted to his firemem when they 
bad to fight the worst enemy, which daily, hourly, threatens 
the property of our citizens. Our metropolis owes him this 
scxnowledgment and some more tangible one. The writer 
found him on New Year’s afternoon, amid snow, ice, and 
water, upon one of the roofs of the preserved Twenty-third 








street buildings, immediately in rear of the theatre, direct- 
ing his repressive floods upon a mass of flames, which, with- 
out promptness and efficiency would have licked up millions 
instead of $150.000; would have left a vast equare of deso- 
lation instead of a petty area of ruin. In holiday costume, 
summoned from the round of New Year’s visits, he had 
rushed to grapple with ‘his dangerous volcano of the Fifth 
Avenue Theatre, as the British officers hastened from the 
Duchess of Richmond’s bali to encounter and quench Gal- 
lic fire at Waterloo. This praise of this man is no dispraise 
of the men that he led or the material that he directed. 
‘** Honor to whom honor” each in his ‘‘ sphere subordinate.”’ 
If any city in the world can lay its hands with a feeling of 
security upon those who protect and defend it when the 
devil of fire is let loose, when climate exhibits itself in its 
radest jorm, when the tempest is abroad, when winter asserts 
its sovereignty, New York has had reasou within ten days to 
declare, as did the United States of Holland in the mottoes 
on their medals and coins in regard to their institutions, 
their army and their navy, “ while we support these in them 
is our strength.’ The same, New York can justly say of 
her New York Fire Department and its living and moving 
spirit. 

Tae New Mivirary Ripixg Crus —Lieutenant-Colonel 
Jussen, Major Probst, and Captain Wylie some time since 
were appointed a committee to communicate with the offi- 
cers of the First division with reference to the ‘‘New York 
Military Riding Ciub,’”? which was organized January 18. 
The object of the club—improvement in horsemanship—is 
Ove that should commend it to every mounted officer in the 
division. No initiation fee is required ; and the dues, fixed 
at two dollars per month, to cover necessary expenses only, 
are deemed to be as low as consistent with the require- 
ments. The club will have the use of the Thirteenth Street 
Riding School, which has been recently put in repair. All 
officers of the First division are eligible to membership, and 
all who have enrolled themselves before February 1 are in- 
vited and expected to attend a meeting on that evening at 
8 o’clock, at division headquarters, when the officers of the 
club are to be elected. There is no good reuson why this 
real necessity of the mounted portion of the service should 
not be a large and entiusiastic organization. The expense 
is trifling, the exercise beneficial to health, and the result 
will in many instances be the saving of limbs, if not lives, 
to awkward horsemen. 


Seventa Inrantry.—The third of the series of de- 
lightful promenade concerts given by this command took 
place on Saturday evening last, and was perhaps the most 
enjoyable and satisfactory ever given by the Seventh, which 
has long been famous for its promenade concerts. The clear, 
bright evening tempted out bosts of elegantly dressed people 
whouw we did not see at theconcert of December. The great 
drill-room, with its clusters of gas-jets on all sides and sur- 
rounding the decorated music-stand in the centre, was al- 
most crowded from 8 to 10 o’clock with the beauty and 
fashion of New York. Mr. Grafulla and his band seemed 
inspired, and went through the unexceptionable programme 
in the graceful and spirited manner for which the band of 
the Seventh has long been famous. Two more concerts are 
to follow in this serzes—the 22d February and the 29th 
March. If they prove as good as the last, we shail con- 
gcatulate all who are fortunate enough to be present. 


TWENTY-THIRD InFANTRY.—The new armory of this regi- 
ment is gradually getting a ‘‘head on it,’? but the unusual 
severity of the winter greatly delayed the work. The side 
walls have been ready for the roof-girders some time, but 
net over four of these immense iron structures as yet rest 
on their brick and stone foundation, which latter, we trust, 
are firm enough to secure the safety of the building in the 
future. The width of this sectional iron roof is more than 
ordinary, and to be safe, should not, we thiuk, be erected in 
the frosty season; but this, perhaps, is more of a military 
than a mechanical view of the matter. There is, however, 
one matter in the construction of this model armory which 
can be viewed militarily, and which appears to have been 
overlooked, that is, its means of defence, Aside from the 
windows and doors, there is no means by which troops in- 
tide can effectively protect themselves from the assaults of a 
mob, or an outside attack of any nature. Such an attack 
might occur even in the well regulated city of Brooklyn, and 
the Tw nty-third, by the defeuceless condition of its armory 
be placed hore de combat. It is very well to have an orna- 
mental armory, but it is far better to have that structure 
solid, safe, and defencible, if necessity forces it. 

The regiment has decided to renew this winter the series 
of Saturday evening band concerts, so popular last season. 
The first of these will take place on this (S»turday) evening 
at Burnheam’s ‘‘ Academy of Muscle,» Brooklyn. These 
pleasant gatherings last winter were the social feature of 
the regiment, and to many far more enjoyable than the for- 
mality and social stiffness of a full-dress public ball recep- 
tion. These social concerts and hops have gained favor by 
their selectness, informality, and the good music of Conterno 
and family. 

Tue ‘‘Natronat Grars.’’—Company I, Twelfth Infantry, 
known as the ‘‘National Grays,’’ Captain Schwalbe, on 
Monday evening gave one of the most elegant company re- 
ceptions of the season at Irving Hall. The past record of 
this company for the conspicuous selectness of its annual 
receptions has made it famous among the numerous com- 
pany entertainments of this character given during the 
season, and placed its tickets of admission almost at a 
premium. This last reception was perhaps, in point of gen- 
eral appointments, the finest the company ever gave. The 





decorations were characteristically happy in idea and effect, 
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the perfect bed of exotics in the rear of the ball room fairly 
filling the room with their fragrance, and adding greatly to 
the many other decorative effects of the handsome bal.-room. 
Grafulla furnished two bands of excellent music for the dance 
and promenade; and, despite the elements outside, there 
was a large attendance of some of New Yurk’s best, apparelled 
in the most fashionable toilets. There was also a goodly at- 
tendance of National Guard officers, including the Second 
brigade staff, Colonel Ward of the Twelfth, and General 
Dunn, of the Governor’s staff. 

Exveventa Inrantry.—The usual monotony of this regi- 
ment has been sadly disturbed by the death of Major Wii- 
liam K. Obermann, who died suddenly on Sunday, and was 
buried with military honors on Wednesday afterncon last. 
The deceased was one of the veterans of the regiment, as 
well as one of its most genial and efficient officers. He joined 
the regiment before the war, served with it in the field, and 
filled with marked ability every position he occupied in the 
regiment unti) his death. = 

E1iguts Inrantry.—An election is ordered to be held 
February 3 at the armory of the Eighth regiment, at 8 o'clock 
P.M., to fill the office of lieutenant-solonel, which has be- 
come vacant by the promotion of N. Gano Dunn. This 
regiment is ordered to assemble at the State Arsenal, in 
fatigue uniform, as follows: Rigut wing, Companies B, C, 
F, and H, February 11; left wing, Companies A, D, E, G, 
I, and K, February 21. Roll-cali at 8 o’clockP. m. The 
officers and non-commissioned officers are ordered to assemble 
at the armory, in full fatigue uniform, on February 7 at 8 
o'clock P. M. The regular monthly meeting of the Board of 
Officers will be held February 17, at 8 o’clock P. mM. 


Firty-rourta Inrantry.—General Orders from General 
Headquarters State of New York announce that the Com- 
mande:-in-Chief has had under consideration the appeal of 
Captain Thomas Barnes from the proceedings, findings, and 
sentence of a General Court-martial convened by General 
Orders No. 4, of September 24, 1872, headquarters Seventh 
division, N. G., of which Colonel Henry Brinker, Fifty- 
fourth regiment, was pres'dent, and for the reasons set 
forth in the report and opinion of the Judge-Advocate-Gen- 
eral, J. Hamilton Wood, the proceedings, findings, and sen- 
tence have been disapproved and set aside. 


Firty-rirts Inrantry.—Colonel Fuller, of the Fifty-fifth, 
we learn, bas been confined to his residence, Bergen Point, 
N. J., by sickness for several weeks past. While having the 
utmost sympathy for our friend Fuller in his prostrated 
condition, we feel compelled to censure him for open negli- 
gence in not ere this obtaining sick leave, and placing the 
regiment in active command of the lieutenant-colonel. The 
suspension of company drills by General Orders at a time 
the companies should be most active is unreasonable and 
demoralizing, and we are glad to see by the subjoined 
General Orders that the regiment, even at this late time, is 
ahout to begin the drill season. The non-commissioned officers 
and staff of this command are ordered to assemble at the 
armory for drill on February 5, at 7:30 p.m. Mojor Henry 
J. Bo eris detailedas instructor. Division drills of this 
eommand are ordered as follows: February 10, 17, and 24, 
March 3, Companies A and B; February 11, 18, and 25, and 
March 4, Companies C and D; February 12, 19, and 26, and 
March 5, Company F ; February 13, 20, and 27, and March 
6, Companies G and H; February 14, 21, and 28, and March 
7, Companies Eand I. Roll-call of companies at 7:30 P. m. 
The right wing of the regiment, consisting of Companies C, 
I, E, H, is ordered to assemble in fatigue uniform (black 
belts) at the State Arsenal March 13. Roll-call of companies 
at 7:30 p.m. Lieutenant-Colonel F. A. Schilling will com 
mand. The left wing, consisting of Companies F, A, D, G, 
B, at same place and time, and similar uniform, March 17, 
Major Henrs J. Boehrer incommand. The non-commissioned 
staff is ordered to report to the adjutant, at the State Ar- 
genal, on the evenings of the 13th and 17th March, 1873, at 
7:45. Valentine Schreiner has been appointed assistant sur- 
geon, with rank from August 28, 1872, vice Leo, resigned ; 
E. J. Bramhall), commissary of subsistence, with rank from 
November 18, 1872, vice Tartter retired with former colonel ; 
Louis A. Jackson, adjutant, with rank from December 17, 
1872, vice Bramhall, promoted. 


Tue First Division Asmorres.—The investigation of the 
alleged irregularities in the leasing of armories for the use 
of the troops of the Fire! division as particularly set forth 
in the leasing of Nilsson Hall, is still continued, and wil 
soon be brought to a close. This particular investigation 
has fully shown how these matters have been arranged, and 
how the city and county has been yearly defrauded of 
thousands of dollars in the leasing of buildings and apart- 
ments totally unfit for military purposes. In the instance 
of this Jast named building (now used as the ‘*‘ supper room”? 
of the Academy of Music, at, we suppose, the county’s ex- 
pense), the investigation has clearly shown that it has been 
offered for $4,000 a year, and, in the estimation of one wit- 
ness, $6,000 a year for ten years’ lease was its fall value. 
Yet, in the face of all this the city and county are asked to 
pay $14,000 for this building. This ‘‘ armory business’? 


has long been a disgrace to the city, and has now we trust 
reached a crisie that will put an end to any further swind- 
ling. We know the taxpayers cannot stand it much longer 
and we are satisfied that every good member of the National 
Guard will aid in resisting any attempt to still further erush 
the overburdened taxpayer, by incprring extortionate rent- 
als for military quarters, The regiments and different or- 


ganizations of the First and Second divisions it is true de- 
serve and require good meeting apartments, as well as safe 
and sufficiently spacious drill-rooms, the latter being, with 
most organizations, of more importance than the former. 
Not a half-a-dozen armories in either division can claim, 
under the old or present system of leasing armories, these 
latter privileges. The present manner of leasing armories 
should be abolished, and the city and county should adopt 
some means of building suitable armories for the use of the 
State troops, and we have frequently advocated the erection 
of brigade armories or buildings large enough for the use of 
four or more regiments, having one large drill-room for the 
use of the whole, as the State Arsenal is now used. 
Thousands of dollars would, we know, be saved by this plan, 
and the efficiency of the militia troops greatly advanced. 
The amounts of rental paid for apartments used for State 
military purposes by the city and county of New York is 
more than the sum now appropriated for the support of the 
entire National Guard of the State, exclusive of the rentals 
of the Seventh and Twenty-second, two of the best armories 
in the city. In this ecnnection we subjoin the following 
sensible communication from General Shaler to the Board 
of Supervisors. We trust, for the interest of all concerned 
this advice will be followed : 
HEADQUARTERS First Division N. G.S.N. Y., 
New Yors, January 21, 1873. 

To the Honorable the Board of Supervisors New York ccun'y. 

GENTLEMEN: I have the honor to invite the attention of 
your honorable board to a subject not only of a great in- 
terest to an important arm of public defence, but which is 
also intimately connected with the future welfare of the city 
itself. I refer to a general and comprehensive system or 
plan of providing suitable armories and drill-rooms for the 
National Guard. 

Since the consolidation of independent military companies 
into completely organized and equippped regiafents under 
statute laws, it has been the custom for the Board of Super- 
visors to lease and fit up, for the use of the various regi- 
ments, armories more or less suited to their wants, but rarely 
answering all the requirements of a well-organized body of 
troops and never of a character capable of defence, or afford- 
ing proper protection for the arms and other public prorerty 
intrusted to their care. 

Of the seventeen ragiments of infantry and cavalry in the 
First division, but two are quartered in buildings belonging to 
the city or county. For the fifteen other regimeats and two 
troops of cavalry the county pays a rental of about $280,000 
per annum, which is equivalent to the interest on $4,000,000, 
asum more than suflicient, with economic expenditures, to 
furnish each regiment with a suitable armory and necessary 


protection for the arms and equipments in their keeping. 
But one of the buildings used by the city troops, viz.: that 
known as the ‘‘ City Arsenal,” corner of White and Elm 
streets, is capable of being mace defensible against the vio 
lence of a resolute mob; and to our shame it must be said 
that this building is untensble for want of ordinary repairs. 
I suggest that the city should own all the property oscupied 
by its military, as well as its police, and the buildings shouid 
be adapted to their own use. Experience has shown that a 
reasonable number of well-instructed and disciplined troops 
are essential to the peace of all large cities; and to maintain 
them in a state of etticiency it is necessary that they should 
have quarters suitable and safe for drill purposes. Such 
quarters we cannot hope to obtain among the haylofts of 
livery stables or top floors of rookeries. The buildings 
should be constructed forthe purpose. Their location should 
be selected, so far as practicable, with reference to a sys- 
tem of defence against internal disorder, holding positio s 
commanding the broad streets and avenues if possible, and 
constructed of such materials and in such a style as would 
enable their use for defence and for sallies of attack. Ar- 
mories thus located and constructed for one or more regi- 
ments each, woald furnish security for arms and ammunition, 
be convenient rendezvous for the troops, and become at once 
interesting and valuable additions to the public buildings of 
the city, which every citizen would be proud of. 

The advantages of such a system cannot be enumerated 
in a communication of the length of this one, and 1 respect- 
tully ack a refererce of the subject to a committee with 
whom I shall be giad to confer, if such be the pleasure of 
your henorable board. Very respectfully yours, 

ALEXANDER SHALER, Major-General. 


Various Ireus.—Captain H. Lassing, in assuming com- 
mand of Company A, Sixth regiment, in recent orders ‘‘ asks 
and expects the co-operation of every officer and member, 
without which any effort to retain the position the company 
has heretofore occupied will be futile. Todo this it will 
be necessary for all to take a personal interest in looking 
up delinquents, and bringing them to a realizing sense of 
their duty and privileges as members of the National Guard 
to obtain recruits, and to improve themselves by study and 
drill so as to attain proficiency as soldiers. In this they 
will have every assistance from the commandant, and, by 
mutual co-operation, success must crown the effort. Each 
one should try to faithfully perform the duties of a National 
Guardsman, and the duties will thus become a pleasure, in 
a well organized and drilled company, instead of a task.’’ 
The remarks of Captain Lassing are very true, and we 
trust he may secure all he asks. The company orders are 
very neat and regular in arrangement.,....The official report 
of the great fire in Boston has the following brief natice of 
the services of the military on that acaasion: ‘‘The con- 
duct of the police afficers was exemplary, and their services, 
considering their limited number, were very efficient. They 
were reinforced by the marines from Charlestown Navy- 
yard, by regular soldiers from the forts, and hy the volunteer 
militia of the State, Thanks are dye and thanks bave been 





rendered to those bodies for their effective aid. At every 





great fire in a large city military assistance in preserving 
order has become a recognized necessity. Fortunately we 
have in our volunteer militiaan armed police of whose aid no 
citizen need be jealous. I: is desirable that some signal 
should be fixed vy which in like emergencies or in any 
emergency they may be called into immediate service.’’...... 
On Saturday evening Company A, Thirty second regiment, 
elected Sergeant-Msjor Robert Spitzer second lieutenant, 
vice John M. Otto, promoted first lieutenant......Tae “ Ober- 
nier Coterie,’’? which takes its name from Lieutenant-Qulo- 
nel Obernier, of the Twenty-eighth, will bold its annual re- 
ception at Turn Hall, Williamsburgh, February 7. The 
reception tickets bear in their centre a fine photograph of 
the lieutenant-colonel in citizen’s dress......A despatch from 
Albany announces that General Dix has appointed his son, 
Colonel John W. Dix, his private secretary, and Sidney De 
Kay wilitary secretary......The famous Fifth Maryland has 
irsued handsome invitations for ite opening reception to be 
given at the new regimental armory on the evening of Feb- 
ruary 7 in Bualtimore......company F, Fifty-fifth regimen’, 
Captain John M. Schmidt, will give one of its jolly military 
and masquerade receptions on Tuesday evening at the Ger- 
mania Assembly Rooms......Genéral Lloyd Aspinwall will 
offer a prize to the National Rifle Asscciation at their open- 
ing match in the spring......Inspeotor-General Morris, it is 
announced, has started a new era io his line of duty, by 
becoming a military critic. We fear, however, that some of 
his official criticisms will be.rather unfavorable for some of the 
regiments of the State servive......Mr. A. D. Mellick, Jr., has 
been appointed quartermaster of the Third brigade on the 
staf of Brigadier-General Varian......The commanding offi- 


+cers of the brigades and regiments of the First and Second 


divisions have petitioned the Governor to reappoint Briga- 
dier-General 8. W. Johnson commissary-general of ordnance 
on his staff......Ao invitation ball was given by the ‘ Seps- 
rate Troop of Cavalry” of the First division, Captain Klein, 
on Monday. The gathering was pleasant despite the storm, 
and not a little eclat was added to the event by the presence 
of a delegation of the ‘State Invincibles” of Philadelphis. 
They were under the command of Captain J. W. Ryan, with 
whom were Captains L. R. Renz, J. W. Divany, Charles 
Rentz, and R. M. Topham, and about twenty men......Ir- 
epector-General Morris has recently inspected the books of 
the headquarters of the First and Second divisions, N. G., as 
wellas of the various brigade headquarters of these divisions, 
and reports them to be in most excellent order......A bril- 
liant company assembled at the house of Major-General 
Shaler Wednesday evening, January 29, the occasion being 
the wedding reception cf the General’s daughter, who was 
married to Mr. Shailer, son of Mr. Hezekiah Shailer of the 
publishing house of Sheldon & Co......The First brigade, after 
many announcemen's and attempts, has at last removed from 
54 Wall street to 24 Pine street, room 24......The “* Wash- 
ington Rifles,’?’ Company H, Twenty-eighth battalion, was 
organized over twenty years ago by Captain Honry Leucht~ 
hurm Wills, and the reins of the company have been in the 
hands of the Wills family ever since. On Monday evening 
the company ecjuyed its annual ball at the Turn Halle. Al- 
though old General Probabilities threw snow bails at the 
Adoptirtvaterlandsvertheidiger, it did not prevent them from 
attendiog. Captain Henry Platte and Lieutenant Prits 
Wills made everybody feel at home. Company H has been 
always considered one of the best companies in the Twenty- 
eighth......The Forty-seventh, on the oceasion of its inspection 
and review, February 5, by General Morris, at the regimental 
armory, Brooklyn, will, we learn, terminate the military 
proceedings with acencert and hop. By the way, the Supervi- 
sors of Kings county seem determined to defeat the Greenpoint 
armory project for Company I of the Forty-seventh, and 
recently, after the service of a mandamus on the part of the 
company’s commander and a communication asking im- 
mediate attention to the matter, as the company was with- 
out & room to meet in, the Supervisors decided to ascertain 
how the present armory of the regiment could be extended 
for the accommodation of the company ‘‘left out in the 
cold.’? A bill to repeal the $10,000 armory bill bas been 
introduced in the Legislature, and a petition having oue 
hundred and fifty signatures of Greenpoint taxpayers has 
been forwarded to Albany, eainestly protesting against the 
passage of this repealing bill, as being inimical to the inter« 
est and welfare of that portion of the National Guard com. 
posed of citizens of Greenpoint....An election for the important 
position of major of the ‘‘ American Guard’? is ordered to take 
place on Monday evening next at the armory of the Seventy- 
first......A petitition signed by twenty-6ve hundred taxpayers 
of Brooklyn, in favor of bill authorising the building of a 
Thirteenth regiment armory, and said to represent fifty 
millions of taxable property, has been presented by As~ 
semblyman Watt. Dr. Watt issurgeon on the staff of the 
Thirteenth regiment, and is of the opinion that the Thir~ 
teenth really requires mare doctoring at Albany than any 
regiment in the State service. From this let it not be in- 
ferred that the regiment is weak, for it has been a self& 
evident fact for meny years that the building it now ocou- 
pies as an armory is the weakest portion of the whole regi- 
ment, and Dr. Watt and the regiment's numerous friends 
intend to see that it gets justice, and more to. The In- 


apeotor-General and Assistant Adjutant-General of the State 
recently visited the armory, and found out perfectly how 
the matter atands, and will report accordingly te the Gov~ 
ernor, who will sign the bill when passed, without 


doutt, ; 





on the representations of these ofleess, 

















Fesrvary 1, 1873. 





898 


ee 


ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL. 





FOREIGN ITEMS. 


Tae Hungarian Lloyd says that General Klapka will 
undertake the reorganization of the Turkish Army. For 
the task, which will extend over two years, he is to re- 
ceive 600,000 florins. 


Tun Army and Navy Gazetle remarks that if the re- 
port of the Mausor rifle performances be accurate, and 
that it shoots well at 1, metres, we (the English) 
have not a chance against it with the Martini-Henry. 
The same journal says the estimated cost of the Italian 
army for 1873 is 169,559,740 lire, or about £6,711,739. 
This does not aypear to be an extravagant expenditure 
for a force of 208,583 men and 30,667 horses. 


EvuRorEAN despatches say that General von Man- 
teuffel made a speech recently at Metz, in which he de- 
fended Marshal Bazaine from the attacks which had been 
made on his military fame. He dwelt in terms of gen- 
erous praise on the bravery displayed by the Marshal, 
which he declared was quite equal to that of any gen- 
eral in the German army. The passions of the hour 

revented an impartial judgment in this case, but he 
believed history would justify Marshal Bazaine. 

M. Henri PLON announces a whole library of mili- 
tary works which have been published in France on the 
war—" Benedetti’s Mission,” Bazine’s ‘‘Armee du Rhin,”’ 
Palikao’s “ Ministere .4< 24 Jours,” Prince Bibesco’s 
“ Belfort-—Chalons—Sedan,” Vinoy’s “Siege de Paris,” 
Admiral Le Noury’s “ La Marine, etc.,” Aurelle de Pal- 
dines’ “La Premitre Armée,” Chanzy's “ Deuxiéme 
Armée,” Martin de Palliere’s “ Orleans,” Billot’s “‘ Cam- 

© d’Est,” Ambert’s “ Histoire de la Guerre,” Favre's 
expected histery of the acts of the Government of Na- 
tional' Defence ; M. Yriarte’s “ Prussiens A Paris,” Vi- 
noy’s “!’Armistice et la Commune,” Julien’s “Baltic Ex- 
ition,” Jacquemont’s “ Zouaves Pontificaux,”’ “Le 
nie Auxiliaire,” of Garnier. COcccaldi’s “ Letters du 
Siege,” Emault’s “ Paris Brul¢,” Simon’s “ Bombardments 
de Montmédy,” are some of the works cited. 


A Doctor MArocue has been giving a lecture in the 
officers’ Cusino at Paris upon the subject of recruiting 
the physical forces of France. He referred to the state- 
ments, so constantly repeated, that the population of 
France is not only degenerating physically, but is also 
decreasing in numbers; that mu«rriages are becoming 
fewer, that the deaths exceed the births; and that all this 
forstelis the downfall of a frivolous race, which has 

iven itself up wholly to depravity and demoralization. 

r. Maroche considers these allegations somewhat exag- 
gerated; buthe admits that the subject deserves the 
most serious consideration, for itis an undoubted fact 
that the proportionate increase of population in France 
is lower than in any other countryin the world. The 
present excessive luxury, therefore, should be discontin- 
ued. 

Tue total personnel of the German Imperial Navy is 
shown thus:—1 inspector-general, 1 vice-admiral, 2 
rear-admirals, 11 senior captains, 26 corvette captains, 
27 captain-lieutenants of the first class, 28 do. do, 
second class, 100 lieutenants, 80 sub-lieutenants, 100 
cadets, 23 warrant-officers, first class, 67 warrant-ofticers, 
second class, 500 seamen petty-officers, first and second 
class, 3,620 seamen, first and second class, 300 boys, 2 ar- 
morers. The rates of pay are as follows:—Inspector- 

eral, 7000 thalers ($5,200) per annum; vice-admiral, 
500 thalers ($4,850) ; rear-admiral,3,300 thalers ($2,450): 
captain, 2,800 thalers ($2,100); corvette-captain, 2,100 
thalers ($1,550); captain-lieutenant, first class, 1,500 
thalers ($1,125); do. do. second class, 1,400 thalers ($1,050); 
lieutenant, 500 thalers ($875); sub-lieutenant,400 thalers 
($300); cadet, 180 thalers ($135); warrant-officer, first class 
600 thalers ($450) ; do. second class, 450 thalera $225; 
petty officer, first class, 240 thalers ($180) ; do. second 
class, 180 thalers ($135) ; seamen, first class, 96 thalers 
($71) ; do. second class 72 thalers ($52); boys 48 thalers 
($36) ; armorer, 255 thalers ($190). 

Tue Ztoile (Belgium) has the following: “ An officer 
of the Staff has just published, under the pseudonym oj 
Captain Danebrog, a pamphlet with the title, ‘L’Armée, 
le service personnel, et la frontiére Allemande,’ in which 
we find some interesting indications concerning strateg- 
ical matters. The writer demonstrates in this book 
that over the whole extent of the frontier of France, 
Germany will be closed against the French Armies by 
three successive lines of defence, whilst over the range 
of the Belgian, that Empire will have but one. Thenc« 
the author concludes that in case of a war between 
France and Germany, if things remain in their present 
state, the line of operations for the former would be 
forcivly indicated ; her Armies would traverse Belgium 
to go and pass the Rhine between Cobleuz and Wezel, 
and these are the routes which would be open to them: 
Givet to Cologne—l, by Marche and Liege; 2, by 
Dinant, Barvaux, and Liege ; 3, by Namur and the val- 
ley of the Meuse. Thers is also the road from Rocroy 
to Liege, by Philippeville, Charleroi, and Namur ; then 
that from Maubeuge to Liege,also by Thuinu,Charleroi, and 
Namur. This, as may be seen, is the thesis of the Army 
colonel who wants to stop up{ the gap of ths Sambre-et- 
Meuse in such a way that France shall never be tempted 
to attack Germany by the Belgian frontier, save on the 
terms of bringing another Army against her at the out- 
set of her operation. These strategical indications have 
a special interest at the moment when the question is 
asked about the ultimate destination of the lines of Lux- 
embourg.” 

Srx vessels for the Navy have been completed during 
the past quarter,and there are twenty others in 
course of construction at the various Government dock- 

and private firms. The vessels completed are the 

and Rifleman) 4, double-screw composite gun- 
vessels, 492 (462) tons, 600 (100) horse-power engines, 
which have been built at Chatham; the: , Pickle, 
Pike, and S vap, 1, dcuble-screw iron gan-buats, 254 (245) 
tons, 158 (28) horse-power engines, built at Messrs. Camp- 
bell, Johnstone, and Co.’s, North Woolwich. The new 
vessels ordered or pep Maer nerw comprise we 
composite screw sloops gans, (727) tons an 
720 (120) horse-power engines—viz., the Albatross, the 


Egeria,and Fantome, and the Daring; two iron screw- 
corvetts, of 14 guns each, cased with wood, 3,912 (2,679) 
tons,5,250 (700) horse-power, to be named the Bacchante, 
and Boadicea ; three 14 gun :crew-corvettes,the Amethyst, 
Modeste, and Encounter, 1,899 (1,405) tons, 2,149 (350) 
horse-power; three double-screw iron gun-boats, carry- 
ing one gun, of 254 (245) tons, 163 (28) horse-power, 
named! the Cuckoo, Ilyena, and Weasel. A new iron 
steam troopship, of 2,038 tons, and 1,300 horse-power, 
to be named the Assistance, is ordered to be constructed. 
A composite steam-sloop of four guns, 894 (727) tons, 
720 (120) horse-power, has been contracted for, to be 
named the Sappho. The other vessels under construc- 
tion arethe Blonde, 26,iron screw-frigate,case1 with wood, 
5,696 (4,039) tons, 1,000 horse-power; Hury, 4, ermor- 
plated turret-ship, 10,464 (5,030) tons 7,000 (1,000) horse- 
power ; Raleigh, 22, irou screw-frigate, sheathed with 
wood, 4,655 (3,210) tons,6,000 (800) horse-power,ordered to 
belaunched at Chatham on the Ist of March; the Se1- 
flower, a brig for two guns, of 454 (425) tons, and two 
four-guncomposite gun-boats, the Arieland Zephyr, of 
408 (308)tons, 360 (60) horse-power. 


AN Imperial decree, says the Pall Mall Gazette, orders 
important modifications in tke tactics of the German 
infantry. Henceforth, unless in exceptional cases, the 
German infantry will always be formed in skirmish- 
ing order. Infantry captains will be mounted on horse- 
back, as it is evident they would not be able to pass over 
the ground occupied by their companies with sufficient 
swiftness on foot. The first rank (or third) of the com- 
pany being thrown out as skirmishers, the second will 
be similarly ranged at a distance of 200 paces (schritte) 
behind, ready to fill up the blanks that may be made in 
front. The rest of the company will be 200 metres fur- 
ther back. By this arrangement it is calculated that the 
destructive effect of modern projectiles will be greatly 
diminished. The rapidity of fire possible in the case of 
| soldiers ranged in skirmishing order four or five metres’ 
distance from each other, will enable them to produce 
greater results than if they were acting in compact 
bodies. The new Mauser rifle, with which the German 
troops are to be armed, is said to be a weapon of ex- 
tremely destructive powers, capable of being fired twen- 
ty-six times per minute, and marking with great ac- 
curacy a distance of 1,600 metres. It is further an- 
nounced that Bavaria, like Prussia, will soon have its 
railway battalions. The first company, created by or- 
der of King Ludwig, will commence operations on the 
Ist of Febraary. It includes six officers, twenty sub- 
officers, twelve corporals,and ninety-two soldiers. At 
present it isin garrison at Ingolstat. 


“M. MoussEROLLES, of the Paris Press,” in his last 
article on the employment of petroleum shells by the 
Communists and the Germans, says the London Army 
and Navy Gazette, “stated that these projevtiles did 
not exist scientifically, and were not used by the Prus- 
sians, and that if, some attempts were made by the Fed- 
erals, they remained inoperative. The writer adds that 
he has since received numerous offers of specimens of 
petroleum shells, and various persons desire to show him 
traces, still visible, of the ravages caused by these pro- 
jectiles. ‘The writer of tais note frequently saw pro- 
jectiles, during the Commune, strike buildings, and, in- 
stead of exploding, emit a black smoke, just as if a lump 
of burning pitch had been flung; but these came from 
the Versailles batteries, and their traces were long visi- 
ble on the Arc de {Triomphe, fifty yards from our win- 
dows. M. Mousserolles says that powder is necessary to 
burst a shell, and that if powder be replaced by petro- 
leum the projectile will not burst. The chemists of the 
Commune, however, made several attempts to manufac- 
ture mixed shells, and when Paris fell, some of these 
missiles were found in the batteries along the ramparts. 
They were taken to Mout Valerien, experimented with, 
and found quite useless, as the fuse and small bursting 
charge never set the petroleum on fire. A certain num- 
ber of other strange projectiles were found by the Reg- 
ulars; some containing two-thirds of fine gunpowder 
and little glass bottles, phosphorus dissolved in carburet 
of sulphur. In other shells were found small glass bot- 
tles about the size of an ordinary cigarette, filled with 
fulminate of mercury, and others filled with prussic 
acid, a substance which, submitted at the moment of ex- 
plosion toa very high temperature, could be volatilized 
with extreme rapidity. All these attemp‘s to create 
deadly projectiles failed, and they do not appear to have 
been extensively used. The troops only found about 
5,600 of them, and no one bas been able to give any pos- 
itive details respecting the effect they produce, probably 
because very few were fired.” 


A CORRESPONDENT writing to the Broad Arrow 
says: Inthe January number of Naval Science is an 
article showing, in contrast, the existing law, regu- 
lating the rule of the road at sea, and what will 
be again submitted to Parliament at the commence- 
ment of the ensuing session. It is proposed to put the 
custom and practice of the sea as regards sailing 
vessels into words, as follows: “A sailirg ship on 
the port tack shall give way ‘o a sailing ship on the 
starboard tack. A sailing ship with the wind free shall 
give way toa sailing ship close-hauled. Where twosailing 
ships, each with the wind free, meet on opposite courses, 
the ship with the wind on the port side shall pass to lee- 
ward of the ship with the wind on the starboard side.” 
A suiling ship on the port tack shall give way! How 
isshe to doit? Ifit is intended to pass under the stern 
of the other she must put er helm up in sufficient time 
to euable her to do so, and that the other may know 
what her intentions are. Ifshe thinks she can, and at- 
tempts to go to windward, but finds sho cannot do so, 
then she must put her helmdown and go about, so that 
the other, when she is in stays, may either luff or go 
under her stern, but never to change or reverse her ma- 
nouvre, and this is the custom and practieé of the 
sea. By analogy, the following is proposed for. steam- 
ships—* a steamship Raving anethas 1908 on—shall port 
(her helm) —on her port si all rart— on her star- 
board side—shall starboard, and (if not sure which way 





the otheris steering) stop; and shall never shift, or reverse 





(the helm) until all danger of collision is avoided.” In 
the existing state of this question,I am glad to quota 
the opinion of the present First Sea Lord of the Admir- 
alty,in my humble judgment the greatest authority 
on nautical subjects we have amongst us. It is an extract 
from a letter quoted by Sir John Hay in the House 
of Commons, Hansard, vol. 194, page 371, February 26, 
1869: “Ihave always thought that in the regulations 
some recognition of the starboard helm should have been 
made, but starboard helm is not mentioned, and persons are 
therefore led to assume that the starboard helm must 
not be used, whereas it is quite clear, that when a green 
light is seen on the starboard bow, or nearly ahead, tho 
starboard helm should be used.” 











CHARLES KINGSLEY, writing of the misuse of words, 
finds particular fault with the military use of the term 
moral. He says: 


We shall eschew likewise, I hope, a like abuse of the 
word moral, which has crept from the French presa now 
and then, nof, only into our own press, but into the 
writings of sume of our military men, who, as English- 
men, should have known better. We were told again 
and again, during the late war, that the moral effect of 
such a success had been great; that tae morale of the 
troops was excellent; or again, that the morale of the 
troops had suffered, or even that they were somewhat 
demoralized. But when one came t> test what was really 
meant by these fine words, one discovered that morals 
had nothing to do with the facts which they expressed ; 
that the troops were in the one case actuated simply by 
the animal passion of hope, in the other simply by the 
animal passion of fear. This abuse of the word moral 
has crossed, I am sorry to say, the Atlantic; and a wit- 
ty American, the other day (v;hom we must excuse, 
though we must not imitate), when some one had been 
blaziug away at him with a revolver, he being unarmed, 
is said to have described his very natural emotions on 
the occasion by saying that he felt dreadfully demor- 
alized. We,I hope, shall confine the word demoraliza- 
tion, as our generals of the last century would have 
done, when applied to soldiers, to crime, including, of 
course, the neglect of duty or of discipline; and we shall 
mean by the word heroism in like manner, whether ap- 
plied to a soldier or to any human being, not mere 
courage, not the mere doing of duty, but the doing of 
s.mething beyond duty, something which is not in the 
bond, some spontaneous and unexpected act of self-de- 
votion. 








Two men, Henry Armstrong, engineer, and William 
Davis, fireman, of the U.S. tug Catalpa, were appre- 
Lended in the act of stealing a quantity of quicksilver, 
valued at $400, from the receiving stores at the Brook- 
lyn Nevy-yard, on Sunday night, January 26. A quan- 
tity of goods has lately been missed from the yard, and 
no doubt the above pariies can explain what disposition 


has been made of it. They were held in $2,000 bail. 








A NEWSPAPER “item” cays that “a graduate of 
West Point, who resigned his lieutenancy in the Army 
to take part with the rebels, was recently discovered by 
an Army officer shovelling gravel on the extension of 
the Colorado Central Railway. The officer secured him 
a responsible position in the engineer corps of another 
road.” 








LETTERS IN THE NEW YORK POST-OFFICE, 


Tue following is a list of letters remaining in the New York Post- 
office on the dates given. These letters are retained in the New 
York Office for one month from date, after which they are sent to 
the Dead-Letter Office, Washington : 

JANUARY 24, 
Styles, Captain. 
: Sylvester, W. C., Captain. 
Mott, rr. P., Major-General. Tidball, J. C., General. 
Stone, Henry, Colonel. Torrey, C. W.. Captain. 
Wagner, Gustave, Colonel. 


Buck, Perry, Captain. 
Burvs, Major. 


JANUARY 28. 


Burnett, H. H. L., General. Fox, D.M., Colonel. 

Burnett, Ward B., General. George, L. C., Captain. 

Butler, Thos.. Captain, Mortimer, J. H., Captain, 

Coe, Daniel, Captain. | Pendleton, Captain. 
Ruger, T. H., Colonel. 


—— 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Picks, San Francisco, Cal. — Appointments of commisszioncd 
officers in the Marine Corps are made by the President. Persons 
under twenty or over twenty-five years of age are not eligible, and 
no person is appointed until his qualifications for such service have 
been examined and approved, under the directions of the Secretary 
of the Navy, who orders the candidate before a board of officers, 
who ascertain his physical, mental, and moral capacity and fitness 
for service. 

















Miss JANE M. SHarp, of Brooklyn, Conn., has had a 
Grover & Baker Machine constantly in use in dress- 
making since 1863, and never lost an hour in arranging 
orrepairing any part of it, although several persons 
operated it. She saysit mever failed to do well eny 
piece of work that was put into it. 








MARRIED. 


[Announcements of Marriages should be paid for at the rate of 
Sifty cents each. } 





Moywrore—Barrows.—At Meriden, N. H., January 7, Assistant 
Surgeon F. Le Baron Mownog, U. 8. A., to Tamson Lavinia, 
daughter of J. J. Barrows, of Meriden. (No cards.) 

v. 


Breese—Cvurtin.—At Philadelphia, Thursday, January 25, 
the Rev. Dr. Beadle, Commander Kipper Ranpotpx BREEs#, 

8. Navy, of Newport, R.I., to Mantua Invin Cuxtin, daughter of 
Hon, A. G. Curtin, of Pennsyivanic. 








DIED. 





Heyex.—At Fort Russell. W. 'T., midnight of January 18, 1873, 


Faances Weston, wife of Guy V. Henry 





